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Colonel John H. Turner

U. S. MARINE CORPS

Colonel Turner was born on 21 September 1953, in Amarillo, Texas.  He is a graduate of the University of Oklahoma and he holds a Master's degree in International Affairs from the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C.  Commissioned in May of 1975 through the Naval ROTC program, he completed the Basic School as an honor graduate in December of that year.


Ordered overseas to the 3rd Marine Division in January of 1976, he served in the 1st Bn, 4th Marines as a rifle platoon commander and a weapons platoon commander.  In February of l977 he transferred to the Marine Corps Recruit Depot in San Diego, where he subsequently served as a Series Commander, Company Executive Officer, and Adjutant in the First Recruit Training Battalion.  Promoted to Captain in September of 1979, he received orders to the 1st Marine Division at Camp Pendleton where he reported in April of 1980.


During the following three years, Col Turner commanded Company F, 2nd Bn, 9th Marines; Headquarters Company, 5th Marines; and Weapons Company, 2nd Bn, 9th Marines.  In August of 1983, he reported to the Naval ROTC Unit at the University of Nebraska where he served as the Marine Officer Instructor and as an Assistant Professor of Naval Science.


Promoted to Major in May of 1986, he transferred to Quantico, where he performed duties as a project officer at the Marine Corps Operational Test and Evaluation Activity.  Selected to attend the Command and Staff College in August of 1988, he completed the course as a distinguished graduate.


Col Turner returned to the 1st Marine Division in July of 1989.  He served as the S-3 of the 1st Marines for the next two years and was the Operations Officer of Task Force Papa Bear during Operation Desert Shield/Storm.  He assumed the duties of Executive Officer of the 1st Bn, 1st Marines in May of 1991 and redeployed to the Arabian Gulf and Western Pacific from January to July of 1992 with the 13th MEU (SOC). 


After being promoted to LtCol in August of 1992, he reported to the Supreme Headquarters, Allied Powers Europe at Mons, Belgium where he served for two years as a staff officer in the Policy Branch.  In July of 1994 he transferred to West Palm Beach, Florida where he performed the duties of Inspector- Instructor of the 4th Air and Naval Gunfire Liaison Company.  Col Turner attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology as a Commandant of the Marine Corps Fellow in the Defense and Arms Control Studies Program during the 1996-1997 academic year.


Assigned to Headquarters, Marine Corps in August of 1997, Col Turner served as a Branch Head in the Plans Division and as the Executive Assistant to the Deputy Chief of Staff for Plans, Policies, and Operations.  In April of 1999, he reported to the Marine Corps University at Quantico to assume the duties of the Director of the Marine Corps War College. 


Col Turner is married to the former Gail Ann Wagner of Fremont, Nebraska.  They have two children; Barrett (15) and Hayley (13).  His decorations include the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal (with 'V'), the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal, the Navy-Marine Corps Commendation Medal, the Navy-Marine Corps Achievement Medal, and the Combat Action Ribbon. 

July, 1999


�EMBED Unknown���
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