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Bill Morgan is Visiting Professor at the Marine War College in Quantico, VA, where he manages the College’s regional studies programs for Europe, Asia and the Pacific, the Middle East, and Latin America. Morgan is a member of the Senior Foreign Service of the U.S. Department of State. 




During 1999-2001, Morgan was Deputy Director and then Acting Director of the International Visitor Program of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.  The 96-person office annually brings 4,600 foreign visitors, carefully selected for their leadership potential, to the U.S. for several weeks.  The visitors learn about American society and the American people, and what professional counterparts are doing in fields such as economic development, judicial reform, international security, and human rights.  A  FY- 2000 survey of American ambassadors ranked the International Visitor Program as the most valuable of the State Department’s 63 public diplomacy programs.   More than 200 current and former heads of government are International Visitor alumni.    

Morgan was Counselor for Public Affairs in Budapest, Hungary, until August 1999.  His tour was focused on building Hungarian support for the American role in Bosnian peacekeeping, NATO enlargement, and the Kosovo air war.  He won the Leonard Marks Award for Public Diplomacy for directing an 18-month public information program on NATO enlargement before the Hungarian people voted overwhelmingly in favor of NATO membership in a special referendum in November 1997.   

From 1991-95, Morgan was Press Attache/Embassy spokesperson in Tokyo, where he ran the U.S. government’s largest overseas press operation.  He earned a Meritorious Honor Award for spearheading a successful effort to open Japanese ministry press clubs to U.S. journalists.  He handled all embassy press activities on U.S.-Japan trade and security issues, including negotiations over semiconductors, wood products, cell phones, Okinawa base reversion, low level flight training, and the bi-national commemorations of the battles of Iwo Jima and Okinawa.  

In 1979, Morgan was assigned to Johannesburg, South Africa, as his first diplomatic post.  Two years later, he went to Maracaibo, Venezuela, as Public Affairs Officer and concurrently director of the Venezuelan-American Cultural Center.  After two years studying Japanese at the Foreign Service Institute’s Advanced Field School in Yokohama, he was Public Affairs Officer in Fukuoka, Japan from 1985-89.  While in Washington during 1989-91, he directed the Japan-Korea desk.

After graduating from California State University, Long Beach, Morgan served on active duty with the Marine Corps from 1969-1972.  He then earned a Ph.D in diplomatic history and Asian studies from the Claremont Graduate University in Claremont, California, before joining the Foreign Service in 1979.  

Morgan and his wife Valerie both hail from Santa Barbara, California, and have three children. 

