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GLOSSARY

AAR  after action review

ACofS  Assistant Chief of Staff

ADC  area damage control

ADSM  automated data systems manual

AFFS  Army Field Feeding System

agility  The ability of friendly forces to act faster than the enemy and is a prerequisite for seizing and 
holding the initiative. It is as much mental as a physical quality.

AISM  automated information systems manual

AMDF  Army Master Data File

anticipation  The ability to avoid surprise as operations unfold; mental and physical adjustments as a 
result of monitoring operations and determining future actions.

AO  area of operation

AR  Army regulation

area defense  Denying the enemy access to designated terrain for a specific time to retain ground using a 
combination of defensive positions and small, mobile reserves.

area of operations  A geographical area assigned to an Army commander by a higher commander -- an 
AO has lateral and rear boundaries which usually define it within a lager joint geographical area.

Army  The term “Army” includes the Active Component, Army National Guard, the US Army Reserves,
and Department of Army civilians.

Army operations  The Army’s basic fighting doctrine, reflecting how the Army in a new, strategic era
capitalizing on full dimension operations) will win the nation’s wars by fighting as part of a joint force of
the United States and providing for a force-projection army that can build and sustain substantial combat
power in remote regions of the globe and conduct operations other than war.

Army support for disaster assistance  The authorized use of Army physical and human resources to
support civilian disaster relief.

ARTEP  Army Training and Evaluation Program

ASG  area support group

ASL  authorized stockage list
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assured communications  The certainty of priority electronic transmission capability when needed 
throughout the strategic, operational, and tactical areas of operation.

attack  Sabotage or the use of bombs, shellfire, or nuclear radiological, chemical, bacteriological, or 
biological means, or other weapons or process by an enemy causing, or that may cause, substantial 
damage or injury to persons or property in the United States (or its territories) in any manner.

ATTN  attention

authorized stockage list  A list of all items authorized to be stocked at a specific echelon of supply. The 
following are various types of authorized stockage lists: prescribed load list, direct support unit 
stockage list, installation stockage list, maintenance shop stock, field Army depot stockage lists, 
theater authorized stockage list, national inventory control point demand stockage list, and list of 
items for operational projects.

battle  A series of related tactical engagements.

battle damage assessment  The process of determining the essential tactical reconsitution requirements 
for an attrited unit; the process of determining the combat effectiveness of the enemy after 
engagement by friendly force.

battle space  Components determined by maximum capabilities of a unit to acquire and dominate the 
enemy; includes areas beyond the AO; varies over time according to how the commander positions 
his assets.

BCOC  base cluster operations center

BDOC  base defense operations center

BDMA  brigade distribution management activity

BDU  battle dress uniform

Bn  battalion

BSA  brigade support area

C2   command and control

C3I  command, control, communications, and intelligence

C2P  command and control protection

CA  combat arms

CAS  close air support

CASCOM  United States Army Combined Arms Support Command

CBU  cluster bomb unit
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cdr  commander

CE  command element or communications-electronics

CES  clothing exchange services, classified as a supply action

civil affairs  Activities conducted during peace and war that facilitate relationships between US forces, 
civil authorities, and people of the nation in which the US military forces are operating.

civil emergency  Any natural or man-made disaster or emergency that causes or could cause great harm 
to the population or infrastructure, to include a “major disaster” or “emergency” as those terms are 
defined in The Strafford Act, as amended, as well as consequences of an attack or national security 
emergency. “Major disasters” and “emergencies” are defined substantially by action of the President 
in declaring that extenuating circumstances and risks justify his implementation of the legal powers 
provided by statue.

CO  commander

Co  company

COB  command operating budget

combat service support  See Joint Pub 1-02.  The focus of logistics at the tactical level of war, the
synchronization of essential functions, activities and tasks necessary to sustain soldiers and their 
weapon systems in an area of operations; includes but is not limited to that support rendered by 
service support troops to arm, fuel, fix, move, man, and sustain soldiers and their equipment.

combat service support control system  A C2 system used to do the CSS mission. It is one of five 
battlefield function areas that provides force commanders with an automated means for obtaining and 
disseminating essential and current CSS information. It also provides CSS unit commanders and 
staffs with automated means for developing and disseminating information to force commanders and 
provides CSS commanders the means for exercising C2 of their resources.

combined operations  An operation conducted by forces of two or more allied nations acting together 
for the accomplishment of a single mission.

command and control  The exercise of authority and direction by a properly designated commander  
over assigned forces in doing the mission. Command and control functions are performed through an 
arrangement of personnel, equipment, communications, facilities, and procedures used by a 
commander in planning, directing, coordinating, and controlling forces and operations in doing the 
mission.

commander’s intent  A concise expression of the purpose of an operation, a description of the desired 
end state, and the way in which the posture of that goal facilitates transition to future operations.

communication system  An organized assembly of resources which convey information of any kind.

communication resources  Personnel, equipment, documentation, relationships, training, allies, host nation
support, and all means available to plan, install, operate, and maintain communication activities.
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Cryptosecurity  The component of COMSEC that results from the provision of technically sound
cryptosystems and their proper use. This implies the following aspects --

Transmission security  The component of COMSEC that results from all measures designed to protect
transmissions from interception and exploitation by means other than crytoanalysis.

Emission security  The component of COMSEC that results from all measures taken to deny
unauthorized persons information of value that might be derived from intercept and analysis of
compromising emanations from crytoequipment and telecommunications systems.

Physical security  The component of COMSEC that results from all physical measures necessary to
safeguard classified equipment, material, and documents from access or observation by
unauthorized persons.

communications zone  See Joint Pub 1-02.

community assistance  The authorized use of Army assets to provide support, enhance relations, and 
promote mutual understanding between the Army and civilian community.

COMD  command

COMMO  communication

communications security The protection resulting from all measures designed to deny unauthorized 
persons information of value which might be derived from the possession and study of 
telecommunications, or to mislead unauthorized persons in their interpretation of the results of such 
possession and study. Also called COMSEC. This includes cryptosecurity, transmission security, 
emission security, and physical security of COMSEC materials and information.

communications zone  The rear part of the theater of war or theater of operations that contains the lines 
of communications, theater logistics bases, forward operating bases, and other agencies required for 
the immediate support and maintenance of the field force; extends back to the CONUS base.

COMMZ  communications zone

COMSEC  communications security

concept of logistics support  A verbal or graphic statement, in broad outline, of a commander’s 
assumptions or intent in regard to the logistics support to be provided to an operation or campaign; 
always developed concurrently and closely integrated with a companion concept of operations.

CONUS  continental United States

COSCOM  corps support command

CP  command post

CR  clothing repair (and limited, lightweight textile repair)

CS  combat support
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CSB  Corps Support Battalion

CSH  combat support hospital

CSS  combat service support

CSSCS  combat service support control system

CSSL  containerized self-service laundry

ct  carton

CTA  common table of allowances

CWA  Clean Water Act

CZ  combat zone

DA  Department of the Army

DOD  Department of Defense

depth  The concept extension of operations in time, space, resources, and purpose. To think in depth is to 
forecast and anticipate so that the enemy can be attacked simultaneously throughout the depth of the 
battlefield.

DEW  deliberate directed energy warfare

DS  (direct support)  A mission requiring a force to support another specific force and authorizing it to 
answer the supported force’s request for assistance directly.

DISCOM  division support command

distribution system  That complex of facilities, installations, methods, and procedures designed to receive,
store, maintain, distribute, and control the flow of military materiel between the point of receipt into the
military system and the point of issue to using activities and units.

DIV  division

DLAM  Defense Logistics Agency Manual

DS  direct support

doctrine  Fundamental principles by which military forces guide their actions in support of national 
objectives; doctrine is authoritative but requires judgement in application.

ea  each

EA  electronic attack
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economy of forces  The judicious employment and distribution of forces. Employment of all combat 
power available in the most effective way possible; allocate minimum essential combat power to 
secondary efforts.

ECWC  extended cold weather clothing

electronic warfare  Military actions including:  electronic attack -- the use of either electromagnetic or 
directed energy to degrade, neutralize, or destroy an enemy’s combat capability; electronic     
protection -- those actions taken to protect personnel, facilities, and equipment from any effects of 
friendly or enemy employment of electronic warfare; electronic warfare support -- those actions 
tasked by an operational commander to search for, in-magnetic energy for the purpose of immediate 
threat recognition.

EMP  electromagnetic pulse

EOD  explosive ordnance disposal

EODCG  explosive ordnance disposal group

EODCT  explosive ordnance disposal team

EPA  Environmental Protection Agency

EPW  enemy prisoners of war

exploitation   The attacker’s extension of destruction of the defending force by maintaining offensive 
pressure.

equip  equipment

EW  electronic warfare

F  Fahrenheit

FASCAM  family of scatterable mines

field services  Logistical soldier sustainment functions such as food preparation, water purification, 
bakery, clothing and light textile repair, laundry and shower, airdrop and parachute rigging, and 
mortuary affairs.

FL  Florida

FLOT  (forward line of own troops)  See Joint Pub 1-02.

FM  field manual

force projection  The movement of military forces from CONUS or a theater in response to 
requirements of war or stability and support operations. Force-projection operations extend from 
mobilization and deployment of forces, to redeployment to CONUS or home theater, to subsequent 
demobilization.
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Force Provider  A transportable support system, operated by a company-size unit, equipped to provide 
services (food, hygiene, billeting, and morale) support for up to 3,000 soldiers. May be used to 
provide support to humanitarian aid, disaster relief missions, and peacekeeping missions.

Force XXI  The Army’s approach in planning to reengineer and redesign America’s army structure for 
the twenty-first century, integrating modern information technology.

FORSCOM  forces command

FPC  force provider company

FPF  final protective fire

fratricide  The employment of friendly weapons and munitions with the intent to kill the enemy or destroy 
his equipment or facilities, which results in unforeseen and unintentional death or injury to friendly

personnel.

FS  field service

FSB  forward support battalion

FSC  field service company

ft  feet

fwd  forward

G1  Division Personnel Administration Officer (US Army)

G2  Division Intelligence Officer (US Army)

G3  Division Operations and Training Officer (US Army)

G4  Division Supply Officer (US Army)

gal  gallon

GP  general purpose

GPS  global positioning system

GS  general support

GSA  General Services Administration

hazard  A condition with the potential of injuring personnel, damaging equipment, or structures, losing 
material, or reducing ability to perform a prescribed function.

HAZCOM  hazardous communications
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HCP  health and comfort packs 1 and 2

HEMMT  heavy-expandable mobility tactical truck

HHC  headquarters and headquarters company

HHD  headquarters and headquarters detachment

HM  hazardous materials

HMMWV  high-mobility multi-wheeled vehicle

HNS  host nation support

host nation support  Civil and/or military assistance rendered by a nation to foreign forces within its 
territory during peacetime, times of crisis, emergencies, or war; assistance provided during war is 
based upon agreements mutually concluded between nations.

HQ  headquarters

HTF  how-to-fight

H&S  heat and serve

humanitarian assistance  Assistance provided by DOD forces, as directed by appropriate authority, in 
the aftermath of natural or man-made diasters to help reduce conditions that present a serious threat 
to life and property; assistance provided by US forces is limited to scope and duration and is 
designed to supplement efforts of civilian authorities who have primary responsibility for providing 
such assistance.

HV  high-velocity

HW  hazardous waste

IAW  in accordance with

ICM  intercontinental missile

ICBM  intercontinental ballistic missile

ID  identification

IHFR  improved high frequency radio

IMA  information mission area

in  inches

indiv  individual
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information mission area  The resource requirements and associated information management 
activities used in developing, using, integrating, and managing of information. The IMA includes 
resources and activities used in acquiring, developing, processing, transmitting, distributing, 
retrieving, maintaining, disposing, and managing information. Information resources include 
doctrine, policy, data, equipment, related personnel, services, facilities, and organizations. The 
Army’s IMA environments are theater/tactical, strategic, and sustaining base. IMA includes the five 
disciplines of communications, automation, visual information, records management, and 
printing/publications

initiative  The ability to set or change the terms of battle; implies an offensive spirit in the coduct of all 
operations.

IUSHOW  individual/unit shower

joint forces  See Joint Pub 1-02.

JRA  joint rear area

L  large

LADS  laundry and dry-cleaning system (or laundry advanced dry-cleaning system)

ldry  laundry

LMTV  light military tactical vehicle

LNO  liaison officer

LO  lubrication order

LOGCAP  logistics civil augmentation program

M  medium or modular

maint  maintenance

major disaster  Any disaster caused by flood, drought, fire, earthquake, storm, hurricane, or 
environmental hazard of catastrophic magnitude that has major impact on life and property.

Material Management Center A functional center that performs integrated supply and maintenance 
management of all classes of supply (except Class VIII, COMSEC, and classified maps).

MCC  (movement control center)  A functional center that provides centralized movement management 
and highway regulations in support of both logistical and tactical transportation requirements.

MCO  movement control officer

METT-TC  mission, enemy, terrain and weather, troops, and time available and civilian considerations.

MILES  multiple integrated laser engagement simulation
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military support to civil authorities  Those activities and measures taken by DOD components to foster 
mutual assistance and support between the Department of Defense and any civil government agency 
in planning or preparing for, or in the application of resources in response to the consequences of 
civil emergencies or attacks, including national security emergencies.

MKT  mobile field kitchen trailer

MMC  Materiel Management Center

modular  An element/entity or organization/unit comprised of multiple capabilities; depending on 
requirement, modules can be added or subtracted from the unit organization or force package.

MOPP  mission-oriented protective posture

MOS  military occupational specialty

MOUT  military operations on urbanized terrain

MP  military police

MRE  meals ready to eat

MRO  materiel release order

MSB  main support battalion

MSE  multiple subscriber equipment

MRST  material readiness support team

MTOE  modification table of organization and equipment

MTP  mission training plan

MWR  morale, welfare, and recreation

nation assistance   Diplomatic, economic, informational, and military cooperation between the US and 
the government of

national security emergency  Any occurrence, including natural disaster, military attack, technological 
emergency, or other emergency, that seriously degrades or threatens the national security of the 
United States.

NBC  nuclear, biological, and chemical

NCO  noncommissioned officer

NCS  net control system

NEPA  National Environmental Policy Act
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NET  new equipment training

NPDES  National Pollution Discharge Elimination System

NSN  national stock number

OCOKA  observation and fields of fire, concealment and cover, obstacles, key terrain, and avenues of 
approach and mobility corridors

OCIE  organizational clothing and individual equipment

OP  observation post

operational stocks  See Joint Pub 1-02.

operational operating systems  The major functions performed by joint and combined operations forces 
to successfully execute campaigns and major operations in a theater or area of operations; these 
systems include movement and maneuver, fires, intelligence, protection, command and control, and 
support.

operations security  The protection of military operations and activities resulting from identification and 
subsequent elimination or control of intelligence indicators (vulnerabilities) which are susceptible to 
hostile exploitation. The principal elements of an OPSEC program are physical security, information 
security, signal security, and military deception.

OPLAN  operation plan

OPNS  operations

OPORD  operation order

OPSEC  operations security

oz  ounce

PAC  Personnel and Administration Center

Pam  pamphlet

peacetime  The period when the United States influences world events through actions that routinely 
occur between nations.

PLL  prescribed load list

plt  platoon

PM  preventive maintenance

PMCS  preventative maintenance checks and services
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POC  point of contact

POL  petroleum, oils, and lubricants

power projection  The ability of the nation to apply all or some of the instruments of national power -- 
diplomatic, economic, informational, or military -- to respond to crisis, to contribute to deterrence, 
and to enhance the regional stability.

principles of war  The enduring foundation of Army doctrine that provides general guidance for the 
conduct of war at the strategic, operational, and tactical levels.

PTFE  polytetrafluroethylene

Pub  publication

push system  A distribution term used to describe the initial go-to-war supply system in an 
underdeveloped theater. Preplanned packages of selected supplies are sent forward to replenish 
expended supplies in anticipation of requirements of supported units. Initial quantities are based on 
strength data and historical demand. When the theater stabilizes, the supply system becomes a push 
system to the BSA and, if possible, MSRTs for critical supplies based on personnel strengths and 
forecasted requirements. Other supplies are provided through a pull system based on actual demand. 
Supplies may still be pushed at the battalion and brigade level, especially during high intensity combat

operations to heavily engaged units. Such units may be unable to ask for supplies because of gaps in
the chain of command or intensive jamming on a fluid battlefield. Supplies may be pushed to support
a deep operation.

QM  Quartermaster

QM FPC  (Quartermaster force provider company)  This unit operates the Army’s bare base life support 
system (Force Provider). This “system” can be used to support R&R, intermediate staging base, 
theater reception, or any other operation where a quality life support system is required, to include 
stability and support operations. Each company has six platoons, each of which can operate and 
sustain a single 550-soldier Force Provider Module. A company can operate six modules as a 3,300-
soldier (brigade-size) setup. Each module provides climate-controlled living areas with organic 
laundry, shower, MWR, water distribution, food service, and sanitation facilities for 550-customer 
occupants. (Currently, company is organized at a “B” (cadre) level TOE, requiring augmentation 
before performing its mission.

QM FSC, DS  Quartermaster field service company, direct support

QM FSC, M  Quartermaster field service company, modular

RAO  rear area operation

RAP  rear area protection

RAS  rear area security
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reaction force  An assault team(s) or unit designated personnel appointed to assist in the defense of
the organization when the enemy is about to penetrate or has broken through the organization’s
defensive perimeter or sector.

rear operations  Employments that assist in providing freedom of action and continuity of overall 
applications, logistics, and battle command. Their primary purposes are to sustain the current
close and deep fights and to posture the force for further operations.

reconnaissance patrol (area or zone)  A detachment or a squad size element sent out by a larger unit to 
conduct information collection or confirming or disapproving the accuracy of information previously 
gained.

Reg  regulation

REG or reg  regular

responsiveness  Quick action to destroy the enemy and minimize damage. This action also applies to the 
logistics system; whereby, logistics units will frequently be tasked-organized for force-projection 
requirements that will be difficult to forecast with complete accuracy. CSS units will respond on 
short notice and surge their support for brief periods, developing quick reaction to increased 
demands when tasked.  Consequently, responsive logistics, based on supply discipline (i.e., adhering 
to movement tables, declaring and distributing excess materials, and observing senior commanders’ 
logistics priorities), will utilize worldwide, assured communications and automation networks, 
integrating the full spectrum of logistics functions into a single system and eliminating unnecessary 
accounting, bookkeeping, and information processing during combat operations.

rinsing  The process of using water to flush out the detergent and the impurities out of materials and 
clothing.

risk  An expression of possible loss over a specific period of time or number of operating cycles.

risk assessment  The process of detecting hazards and systematically assessing their overall risk. It is 
part of the risk management process.

RISTA  reconnaissance, intelligence, surveillance, and target acquisition.

ROE  rules of engagement

ROWPUs  reverse osmosis water purification units

R&R  rest and relaxation

rules of engagement  Directives issued by competent military authority that delineate the circumstances 
and limitations under which US forces will initiate and/or continue combat engagement with other 
encountered forces.

1SG  first sergeant

S  small
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S1  Personnel Administration Officer (US Army)

S2  Intelligence Officer (US Army)

S3  Operations and Training Officer (US Army)

S4  Supply Officer (US Army)

SASO  stability and support operations

SALUTE  size, activity, location, unit, time, and equipment

SAMS  Standard Army Maintenance System

SARSS  Standard Army Retail Supply System

S&S  supply and service

S&S Bn  supply and service battalion

SAW  squad automatic weapon

SB  supply bulletin

sec  section

security patrol  a detachment sent out by a larger unit to provide surety and harasses, destroys, or 
captures enemy troops, equipment, and installations.

SGT  sergeant

SIDPERS  Standard Installation/Division Personnel System

signal operations  The employment of all signal support resources and activities in carrying out a military
action of a strategic, tactical, service, training, or administrative mission; the process of carrying on
combat, including movement, supply, defense, and maneuver required to do the assigned mission.

signal operation instruction A series of orders issued for technical control and coordination of signal 
support activities of a command.

signal support  The collective, integrated, and synchronized use of information systems to support 
warfighting capabilities across the operational continuum. Also, the implementation of the 
Information Mission Area (IMA) at the operational through tactical levels of war.

signal support integration  This is the integration of the wide-area communications networks and the 
functional information systems. Also referred to as the systems of systems.

SIGINT  signal intelligence

SIGSEC  signal security
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SINCGARS  single-channel ground and airborne radio system

S/L  shower and laundry

SLCR  shower, laundry, clothing repair, and limited, lightweight textile repair

SOI  signal operation instruction

SOP  standing operating procedure

souring  The process of using laundry sour in the final rinse to remove any detergent still in the clothing; 
too, laundry sour helps to take out stains and rust.

SPBS-R  Standard Property Book System- Revised

split-based operations  A method of dividing logistics management functions so that only those 
functions absolutely needed are deployed, allowing some management functions to be done from 
CONUS or another theater.

SPO  support, plans, and operations (officer); support operations officer

spt  support

sq  square

SSSC  self-service supply center

stability and support operations  Military activities during peacetime and conflict that do not 
necessarily involve armed clashes between tow organized forces.

staff supervision  The process of advising the other staff officers and individuals subordinate to the 
commander of the commander’s plans and policies, interpreting those plans and policies, assisting 
such subordinates in carrying them out, determining the extent to which they are being followed, and 
advising the commander, thereof.

STANAG  Standardization Agreement

standardization agreement  See Joint Pub 1-02.

STP  soldier training publication

strategic mobility  Transportation actions using national assets, both military and civilian, in support of 
a force-projection mission.

strategy  The art and science of employing the armed forces and other elements of national power during 
peace, conflict, and war to secure national security objectives.

sudsing  The process of using detergent and water to take dirt and impurities out of materials and clothes.

sup  supply
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supply discipline  Command responsibility to identify and redistribute excess materiel, observe senior 
commander’s priorities, and ensure subordinates operate within the legal boundaries of the logistics 
system.

supv  supervisor

SUS  small unit shower

SVC  service

synchronization  The ability to focus resources and activities in time and space to produce maximum 
relative combat power at the decisive point.

sys  system

TAACOM  Theater Army Area Command

TAADS  The Army Authorization Documents System

TACCS  Tactical Army Combat Service Support (CSS) Computer System

TAMCA  Theater Army Management Control Agency

TAMMC  Theater Army Materiel Management Center

TAMMS  The Army Maintenance Management System

tactics  The art and science of employing available means to win battles and engagements.

TB  technical bulletin

TC  technical circular

TDA  tables of distribution and allowances

technological hazard  A range of hazards emanating from the manufacture, transportation, and use of 
such substances as radioactive materials, chemicals, explosives, flammables, agricultural pesticides, 
herbicides, and disease agents; oil spills on land, coastal waters, or inland water systems; and debris 
from space.

telecommunications  Any transmission, emission, or reception of signals, signs, writings, images, sounds,
or information of any nature by wire, radio, visual, automated, or other electromagnetic systems.

tenets  A basic truth held by an organization; the fundamental axioms of Army operations doctrine 
which describe the characteristics of successful operations.

terrorism  The calculated use of violence or the threat of violence to attain goals that are political, 
religious, or ideological in nature. This can be done through intimidation, coercion, or instilling fear. 
Terrorism includes a criminal act against persons or property that is intended to influence an 
audience beyond the immediate victims.
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Theater Army Command  A major subordinate command of the theater army. It provides direct CSS, 
less movement control and line-haul transportation, to units located in or passing through its assigned 
area. It supports the corps with specified logistics support and the overall theater supply system with 
maintenance in support of the supply system. It is responsible for the rear operations within its 
assigned area.

throughput  A distribution term used to describe the shipment of supplies and equipment from the points
of origin as far forward as possible, bypassing intermediate supply activities. Bypassing saves 

breakdown and transloading time but increases distribution time for the committed transportation 
assets. In other words, the supported unit receives supplies much faster than normal, but it may be at 
the expense of other units. Thus, commanders should use throughput distribution only when the 
situation dictates that the risk be accepted.

TLP  troop leading procedures

TM  technical manual

Tm  team

TO  technical order

TOC  tactical operations center

TOE  table(s) of organization and equipment

TPFDL  time-phased force deployment list

total asset visibility  The immediate availability of data pertaining to location of materiel in storage or 
in transit from provider to the requestor.

total mission awareness  The ability of commanders at all levels to consider everything that effects their 
operations -- applies to SASO.

TRADOC  United States Army Training and Doctrine Command

trans  transportation

TRI-TAC  tri-service tactical communications

trk  truck

TRP  target reference point

TSOP  tactical standing operating procedure

TTP  tactics, techniques, and procedures

unclass  unclassified

UCMJ  Uniform Code of Military Justice
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UGRs  unitized group rations

ULLS  Unit-Level Logistical System

ULLS-G  Unit-Level Logistical System-Ground

unified command  A command with a broad, continuing mission under a single commander and 
composed of significant assigned components of two or more services.

unity of effort  At all levels of war, employment of military forces in a manner that masses combat 
power toward a common objective. Coordination and cooperation among all forces, not necessarily 
part of the same command structure, toward a commonly recognized object.

US/U.S.  United States (of America)

USAF  United States Air Force

USAMC  United States Army Materiel Command

VA  Virginia

versatility  The ability of units to adapt to different missions and tasks, some of which may not be on 
unit mission-essential task lists (METL); the ability of units to meet diverse challenges, shift focus, 
tailor forces, and move from one role or mission to another rapidly and efficiently.

VHF  very-high frequency

vol  volume

war  A state of open and declared armed hostile conflict between political units such as states or nations; 
may be limited or general in nature.

weapons of mass destruction  weapons that trough use or the threat of use can cause large-scale shifts 
in objectives, phases, and courses of action.

X  extra

XO  executive officer

XX  extra-extra


