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WARRIOR CASE STUDIES

1.  Introduction.  As each new recruit or candidate begins the journey toward becoming a Marine he or she must undergo a transformation.  Part of this process of making Marines is to begin to instill the Marine ethos into each individual.  By sound leadership and example, through training and education, and by undergoing the rites of passage of Officer Candidate School and Recruit Training a young American is transformed into a Marine.  This is a dynamic process that only begins at entry level training and will continue throughout a Marines career.  An important part of this process is to develop the warrior spirit in each new Marine.

2.  Overview.  To properly instill the warrior spirit during the transformation process, leaders must ensure that each new Marine understands their responsibility as a warrior.  This responsibility includes the fact that each of us is accountable for maintaining the legacy of valor established by the sacrifices of those Marines who proceeded them.  This is the purpose of the Warrior Case Studies.  Through the use of individual case studies we show examples of Marines who were endowed with the warrior spirit.  The Warrior Case Studies are taught to Marines at the Tan and Gray Belt level.  They are part of the initial step of developing the Marine Warrior.     

3.  References.  In addition to the below listed references, instructors can research details about the battles for the chosen citation through the use of professional reading material.  This includes books on the subject from the Marine Corps reading program, Fortitudine, Fleet Marine Force Reference Publications (FMFRP), and other professional military journals. 

MCWP 6-11 Leading Marines

MCRP 6-11B w/Change 1 Marine Corps Values: A User’s Guide for Discussion Leaders

MCRP 6-11D Sustaining the Transformation
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4.  Enclosure.  Enclosure (1) is a list of the various citations found in the attachments.  Enclosure (2) is the performance checklist for student evaluation.  

5.  Attachments.  As part of this package, the instructor has been provided with thirty-eight Medal of Honor citations and eighteen Navy Cross citations to use as Warrior Case Studies.  Selection of a specific case study for use during a particular class or exercise is left to the discretion of the instructor.  These case studies cover a period of Marine Corps history encompassing the past 100 years to include every major conflict of the 20th century.  Collectively these case studies include all ranks and MOSs, validating the credo that every Marine is a rifleman first and thus every Marine is a warrior.  

Some made the supreme sacrifice while other survived to continue as productive members of the Marine Corps and Society.

6.  Instructor Notes.  A Warrior Case Study is designed to tie together the spirit and character of a warrior with the technical skills of the Marine Corps Martial Art.  At a predetermined point during Martial Arts training for a hard discipline the instructor will present the case study.  An optimum time to do this is during a break between drills or prior to teaching a follow-on technique.  A Warrior Case Study can also be used at the beginning of a class or exercise as an attention gainer or the end of a class or exercise to reinforce Martial Arts training.  The key to effectively using the Warrior Case Study is to show how the actions of the Medal of Honor recipient in the citation reflected a warrior spirit and was an example of the Marine ethos.  Physically each recipient of the Medal of Honor had to overcome physical danger, human factors, harsh environmental factors, and in most cases physically overpower an enemy.  At the same time he had to display honor,  moral and physical courage, commitment, and selflessness; in each case knowing that his selfless actions would most likely lead to death.  Stated simply, each put the mission and his fellow Marines before himself and in many cases made the ultimate sacrifice.  Finally, specific citations describe how the recipient actually engaged in close combat.  Included in the case studies are a Medal of Honor and Navy Cross citations of a Navy Corpsman.  These were selected to show the special bond that has developed between the Marine and our field Corpsman who have fought and died beside us while providing aid and comfort.  
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At the conclusion of the presentation the instructor should have shown that the warrior in the case study accomplished his heroic 

actions through a combination of physical, mental and character disciplines.  By effectively employing the case studies the Martial Arts instructor will tie in all aspects of being a Marine and lay the foundation for the follow-on Martial Culture Studies that will be presented beginning at the Gray Belt level.

7.  Instructor Preparation.  Instructors will use the sample lesson outline contained in section 4 of the handbook to assist in preparing each warrior case study.

8.  Evaluation.  During the Martial Arts Instructor Trainer and Instructor courses, students will be required to give at least one warrior case study for evaluation.  The attached evaluation sheet shown in enclosure (1) will be used. 
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Medal of Honor Citations

PFC Oscar P. AUSTIN*, Co “E” 2/7, Vietnam

PFC Robert C. BURKE*, Co “I” 3/23, Vietnam

PVT Hector A. CAFFERATA, Jr. Co “F” 2/7, Korea

PFC Ronald L. COKER*, Co “M” 3/3, Vietnam

SGT Darrell S. COLE*, Co “B” 1/23, Iwo Jima

1STLT Henry A. COMMISKEY, Co “C” 1/1, Korea

COLONEL Donald G. COOK*, POW, Vietnam

SGT Louis CUKELA, 66th Co 5 Marines, World War I

CPL James L. DAY, 2/22, Okinawa

PFC Ralph E. DIAS*, Co “D” 1/7, Vietnam

CAPTAIN Henry T. ELROD*, VMA 211, Wake Island

PFC William A. FOSTER*, Co “K” 3/1, Okinawa

SGT Alfredo GONZALEZ*, Co “A” 1/1, Vietnam

SGT Ross F. GRAY*, Co “A” 1/25, Iwo Jima

PVT Dale M. HANSEN*, Co “E” 2/1, Okinawa

SGT William G. HARRELL, Assault Group 1/28, Iwo Jima

GYSGT Jimmie E. HOWARD, Co “C” 1st Recon Bn, Vietnam

SGT Ross L. IAMS, Marine Det USS Connecticut, Haiti

PFC Arthur J. JACKSON, 3/7, Peleliu

PFC Douglas T. JACOBSON, 3/23, Iwo Jima

PLTSGT Jospeph R. JULIAN*, 1/27, Iwo Jima

LCPL Miguel KEITH*, CAP 1-3-2 III, MEF Vietnam

CAPTAIN James T. LIVINGSTON, Co “E” 2/4, Vietnam

SGT Frederick W. MAUSERT III*, Co “B” 1/7, Korea

CPL Larry L. MAXAM*, Co “D” 1/4, Vietnam

1STLT Franklin N. MITCHELL*, Co “A” 1/7, Korea

ENCLOSURE (1)
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Medal of Honor Citations

2DLT George H. O’BRIEN Jr., Co “H” 3/7, Korea

CPL Robert E. O’MALLEY, Co “I” 3/3, Vietnam

PLTSGT Mitchell PAIGE, 2/7, Guadalcanal

CPL Lee H. PHILLIPS*, Co “E” 2/7, Korea

SGT Richard A. PITTMAN, Co “I” 3/5, Vietnam

CAPTAIN Everett P. POPE, Co “C” 1/1, Peleliu

SGT James I. POYNTER*, Co “A” 1/7, Korea

2DLT George E. RAMER*, Co “I” 3/7, Korea

HN2 David R. RAY*, Battery “D”, 2d Bn, Vietnam

CPL Joseph VITTORI*, Co “F” 2/1, Korea

CAPTAIN Louis H. WILSON, Co “F” 2/9, Guam

Navy Cross Citations

Corporal John T. ADAMS*, Co “C”, 1st Recon Bn, Vietnam

Corporal Henry C. DILLARD, Co “M”, 3/4, Vietnam  

Private Richard A. EVANS JR.*, Co “D”, 1/5, Vietnam

Corporal George R. GIBSON, Co “B”, 2/4, Vietnam

Sergeant Richard M. GILLELAND, Co “M”, 3/7, Vietnam

Corporal Leonard KOONTZ, Co “M”, 3/4, Vietnam

Lance Corporal William KOWALYK, Battery “G”, 3/12, Vietnam

Private Alvin S. LA POINTE, Co “C”, 1/7, Vietnam

Sergeant Glen T. LUNSFORD*, Co “D”, 1/7, Vietnam

Lance Corporal Frederick G. MONAHAN, Co “E”, 2/3, Vietnam

Second Lieutenant Louis R. PIATT, Co “M”, 3/7, Vietnam

Staff Sergeant Harold A. RIENSCHE, Co “B”, 3rd Tank Bn, Vietnam

ENCLOSURE (1)
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Navy Cross Citations

Captain Albert C. SLATER JR., Co “A”, 1/9, Vietnam

Captain Mykle E. STAHL, Co “K”, 3/26, Vietnam

Petty Officer Gerald M. STRODE, Co “B”, 1/5, Vietnam

Lance Corporal Charles D. THATCHER, Co “A”, 3rd Tank Bn, Vietnam

Corporal Jerrald R. THOMPSON*, Co “C”, 1st Recon Bn, Vietnam

Corporal Robert I. WIDGER, Co “K”, 3/1, Vietnam

ENCLOSURE (1)
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