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ANNEX A
MARI NE_CORPS FORCES

| nt roducti on

The U S. Marine Corps, within the Departnent of the Navy,
is organized as a general purpose “force in readiness” to
support national needs. Whet her responding to natural
disasters or to the specter of regional aggression, Navy
and Marine forces provide self-contained and sel f-sustained

air, land, and sea strike forces, operating from a
protected sea base, that can be tailored to neet any
conti ngency. This annex will provide an overview of these

Marine Forces, focusing on their functions, capabilities
and conposition.

Organi zati on and Chain of Command

Two parallel chains of conmmand—Service and operational —
exist within the Marine Corps. The Service chain begins
with the President, through the Secretary of Defense, and
continues through the Secretary of the Navy and the
Commandant of the Marine Corps.
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Qperationally, WMrine Forces are organized, trained, and
equi pped under a total force concept to conduct a wde
range of expeditionary operations. The Marine Corps tota
force consists of three conmponents—+the operating forces,
the Reserves and the supporting establishnent. The
operating forces are an expeditionary “force-in-readiness,”
providing forward presence, crisis response, and rapid
power projection capabilities to warfighting commanders in
chief (CINGCs). The Marine Corps Reserve is an integral
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Marine Corps Forces (MARFOR) and Marine Expeditionary
Forces ( MEF)

Marine Corps forces (MARFOR) is the designation given all

Mari ne Conponent commands. A Marine conponent command is a
command consisting of all MARFOR assigned to a joint force.

There are two levels of Mrine conponents. A Marine
Servi ce conmponent is assigned to a conbatant conmander or a
subordinate unified commander. The Marine conponent

commander commands, trains, equips, and sustains all Marine
forces. When designated by the joint commander, a Marine
conponent commander (at either the Service or JTF |evel)

may also serve as a functional conponent conmander. A
functional conponent conmander is a comand that s
normally conposed of forces of two or nore Mlitary
Departments and that my be established to perform
particul ar operational m ssions. MARFOR commanders may
also provide forces to the Atlantic and Pacific Fleet

Commanders of the Navy for duty as Fleet Marine Forces.

Qperating forces are normally enployed as Marine air-ground
task forces (MAGIFs) which are conmbined arns warfighting
organi zations tailored to acconplish specific mssions.

MAGTFs may be provided as anphibious forces, maritine
prepositioning forces and air contingency forces. They may
be as large as a MEF or as snall as a Special Purpose MAGIF
( SPMAGTF) . MAGTF organization and capability wll be
di scussed in nore detail in paragraph 7 of this annex.

FIl eet Marine Forces M ssions

When assigned to the Navy as l|anding forces, Marines my

becone Fleet Marine Forces. Up until 1992, when the
MARFORs camne into exi stence as service conponent
headquarters, this was the nost comon way of enploying
operating forces. The nine specific mssions of a Fleet

Mari ne Force are to:

» Serve with the fleet in the seizure and defense of
advanced naval bases and in the conduct of such |and
operations as may be essential to the prosecution of a
naval canpai gn

e Participate, as directed by the Commandant of the Marine
Cor ps, in the devel opnent of doctri ne, tactics,
t echni ques and equi pnent used by Fl eet Marine Forces.
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Train and equip Fleet WMirine Forces for anphibious
operations, air novenent/prepositioned deploynment, nava
political reinforcenment operations and |and operations
associated wth naval warfare and naval support of
continental warfare.

Maintain forces in readiness for operational commtnents
commensurate with the strategic situation, the wunified
commander’s requirenments and the training tine required
to ensure tactical success when conmtted.

Advi se higher joint and conbi ned conmanders of the proper
enpl oynent of Fleet Marine Forces, to participate in
associated planning, and to acconplish such operational
m ssions as nay be assigned by conpetent authority.

Provide comand and command support of the tactical
enpl oynment of Fleet Marine Forces.

Provi de for service adm ni strati on, di sci pline,
intelligence and | ogistic functions for assigned forces.

Perform such other duties as may be directed.

MARFOR headquarters acconplish these m ssions whether or
not the operating forces are assigned to the Navy for
duty as FMFs.

6. U.S. Marine Corps Forces Atlantic and Pacific O ganization

MARFORLANT and MARFORPAC are simlarly organized. Bot h
contain at |east one MEF. Both “wear multiple hats” as
designees for duty with various unified conmanders. Both
provi de reservoirs of balanced, conbined air and ground
arnms trained forces, organi zed and equipped for
expedi ti onary operations.

The MEFs within the MARFORs are simlarly organized as
well. A MEF wll consist of a headquarters, one or nore
Marine divisions, one or nore Mirine aircraft w ngs
(MAW), one or nore force service support groups (FSSGs)
and may include one or nore Marine expeditionary units
(MEUSs) . MEF organization wll be discussed in nore
detail in paragraph 8 of this annex.
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MARFORLANT i s headquartered in Norfolk, VA and includes
forces of |1 ©MEF. MARFORLANT is the U S. Marine Corps
Forces, Europe (MARFOREUR) and the U S. Marine Corps
Forces South ( MARFORSOUTH) desi gnee.
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MARFORPAC i s headquartered at Canp Smith, H and includes
forces of | and |1l MEF. MARFORPAC is the U S. Marine
Corps Forces Central Command (MARCENT) and U.S. Marine
Cor ps For ces Kor ea/ Conbi ned Mar i ne For ces Kor ea
( MARFORK/ CFC) desi gnee.
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MAGTF Organi zation and Capabilities

As mentioned previously, Marine operating forces organize
and deploy for conbat as MAGIFs, not as divisions,
regiments or battalions. MAGTFs are a readily avail able,
sel f-sustaining, conbined arns conbat force. They are
organi zed, equipped and trained to conduct the follow ng
oper ati ons: anphi bi ous operations and defense of advanced
naval bases in support of a naval canpaign, expeditionary
operations across the full spectrum of conflict--including
forcible entry by anphibious assault, and nonconbatant
oper ati ons ranging from nonconbat ant evacuations to
di saster relief. The MAGIF is also capable of sustained
operations ashore in support of a l|land canpaign. MAGTFs
are task organized from Marine conbat, conbat support, and
conbat service support organizations, under the conmand of

a single commander. Because MAGIFs are task-organized
based on a particular mssion, they differ in organization.
However, all MAGTFs, regardless of size, share four

organi zational elements which vary in size and conposition
according to the m ssion.

MAGTF
COVVAND ELEMENT

GROUND COVBAT AVI ATI ON COVBAT COVBAT SERVI CE
ELEMENT ELEMENT SUPPORT ELEMENT
(Gound conmbat and (Air conmbat and conbat (Conbat service support

conbat support units, support units, as units, as required,

as required, requi red, commensurate comensurate with task.)
commensurate with with task.)

task.)

This structure is carefully designed to provide operational
flexibility and coordi nated execution, thus nmaxim zing the
contribution of each elenent to the overall m ssion.

a. Command Elenment (CE). The CE is the MAGIF HQ It is
task-organized to provide the command and contro
capability necessary for effective planning and execution
of operations. In addition to the HQ staff, it includes
units and det achnent s t hat provi de comuni cat i ons,
information systens, and intelligence support for the
MAGTF.
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b. Gound Conbat Elenment (CGCE). The GCE is task-
organi zed to conduct ground operations to support the MAGIF
m ssi on. It is formed around an infantry organization

reinforced with artillery, reconnaissance, arnor, engineer,
and other forces as needed. The GCE can vary in size and
conposition from a reinforced infantry battalion to one or
nore Marine divisions. During anphi bi ous operations, it
projects ground conmbat power ashore by using transport
hel i copters from the ACE, organic assault anphibious
vehi cl es, and Navy | anding craft.

C. Avi ation Conbat Elenent (ACE). The ACE is task-
organi zed to perform all or part of the six functions of
Marine aviation in support of MAGIF operations. Duri ng

anphi bi ous operations, it can vary in size and conposition
from a reinforced aviation squadron or detachnment, wth
appropriate air comand and control and conbat service
support (CSS), to one or nore Marine aircraft w ngs (MAW).

d. Conbat Service Support Elenment (CSSE). The CSSE is

task-organized to provide the full range  of CSS
capabilities necessary to support and sustain MAGIF
oper ati ons. During anphi bi ous operations, it my vary in

size and conposition from a task-organized CSS detachnent
to one or nore force service support groups (FSSGs).

However, MAGIFs are much nore than a sinple conbination of

organi zati onal el enents. They are organi zed, trained, and
equi pped to conduct conbined arns warfare across three
di rensions: air, land, and sea. Mor eover, through a

conbination of strategic basing and prepositioning of
equi pnent, global forward operations, and an ability to
rapidly deploy by air and/or sea, MAGIFs enbody both a
cost-effective, building-block approach to deploying Mrine
conbat power, and a proven battle-w nning capability.

8. Types of MAGTFs

All  MAGTFs are “expeditionary” forces that are task-
organi zed for a specific mssion. An expeditionary force
is a capability, rather than a structure. MAGTFs vary

greatly in size and conposition according to the assigned
m ssi on. However, to provide a franme of reference, Marine
Corps doctrine categorizes MAGIFs in the follow ng four
t ypes:
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. Mari ne Expeditionary Force (MEF)

. Mari ne Expeditionary Brigade (MEB)
. Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU)

. Speci al Pur pose MAGIF ( SPVMAGTF)

a. Mari ne Expeditionary Force (MEF)

MEF
Command Element

[ I
Marine Marine Force Service
Division (Rein) Aircraft Wing Support Group

(The ground elenent is (Organi zed and (I'f two Divs and/or
usually a Marine Div equi pped for wi ngs conprise the MEF
rei nforced; however, it est abl i shnent task organization,

may range in size froma ashore.) augnentati on from
Div(-) to several another FSSG wi | |
reinforced Divs.) nornmal |y be required.)

Most of the Marine Corps operating forces are assigned to
the three standi ng MEFs:

MARFORPAC

e | MEF: Based in California

e IIl MEF. Forward based in Okinawa, mainland Japan,
and Hawai i

MARFORLANT

e« Il MEF: Based in North and South Carolina

These standing MeFs can deploy as a MeF (normally in
echelon) or can deploy subordinate units (task-organized
for assigned m ssions). Al three MeEFs provide MeEUs for
service afloat. The MEF is the principal Marine Corps
war fi ghting organi zation, particularly for larger crises or
contingencies. Normally conmanded by |ieutenant general or

maj or general, it is capable of operations across the full
spectrum of conflict, including anphibious assault and
sust ai ned conbat operations ashore. A MEF can range in

A-9
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size fromless than one to nmultiple divisions and aircraft
W ngs, together with one or nore FSSGs. As descri bed
above, there are three standing MEFs. Each of these MEFs
consists of a permanent CE and one Marine division, NAW
and FSSG Each MEF forward deploys MEUs on a continuous
basis. The size and conposition of a deployed MEF can vary
greatly depending on the mssion, from elenents consisting
of less than a full division, wng, or service support
group to elenments consisting of nore than one. A MEF can
deploy with forces attached from the other standing MEFs as
well as from the Reserves. Wth acconpanying supplies for
60 days, MEFs are capabl e of both anphi bi ous operations and
sust ai ned operations ashore. Wth appropriate augnmentation,
especially in the area of C2 capability, the CE is capable
of performing the mssion of a JTF HQ and the MEF can
serve as the nucleus of the JTF.

b. Mari ne Expeditionary Brigade (MEB)

MEB
Command Element

Infantry Marine Brigade Service
Regiment Aircraft Group Support Group
(May include nore (Cont ai ns attack, (Formed fromforce

t han one ground hel i copter, and servi ce support
conbat el enent.) antiair warfare group. My include
capabilities. Capable di vi sion, w ng, and

of establishnent Navy el enents.)

ashore.)

Normal |y commanded by a brigadier general, this forward-
depl oyed elenent of the MEF is a task organi zation normally
built around a reginental landing team a Marine aircraft
group, and a |logistics support group. It is capable of
conducti ng anphi bi ous assault operations. During potenti al
crisis situations, a MEB nay be forward depl oyed afl oat for
an extended period to provide an imedi ate conbat response.
The conmand elenent of this particular MAGIF is not a

“standi ng” el enent. It comes from within the MEF command
element. A MEB will deploy with 30 days of sustainnment as
acconpanyi ng supplies. The depl oynent of the MEB does not
automatically trigger the deploynment of the MEF. Thi s

woul d occur only if the crisis is large enough to require
the entire MNEF.

A-10
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C. Marine Expeditionary Unit (IVEU)

MEU
Command Element

Infantry Composite MEU Service
Battalion (Rein) Squadron Support Group
(Normally only (Normal |y composed of two (Formed fromforce
one ground conbat or nore types of servi ce support group.
el ement .) hel i copters and el ements May i nclude division,

fromthe wi ng support wi ng, and Navy
group. In sone situations elenents.)

it may include V/STOL
attack aircraft.)

A MEU is normally conposed of a reinforced infantry
battalion, a reinforced helicopter squadron (which may
i nclude vertical/short takeoff and landing (V/STOL) attack
aircraft), a MEU service support group, and a CE. The MU
is commanded a colonel and deploys with 15 days’ worth of
acconpanyi ng supplies. MARFORLANT and MARFORPAC routi nely
forward deploy WMEUs aboard anphibious shipping in the
Medi t erranean Sea, Indian Ccean, Persian Gulf, and Western
Paci fi c. Depl oyed as part of an anphibious ready group,
the MEU provides a conbatant or operational conmander wth
a sea-based rapid-reaction force with a wde variety of
m ssi ons. MEU(SOC) capabilities are classified in four
broad categori es.

. Anphi bi ous Operati ons

. Direct Action

. Mlitary Operations O her Than War

. Supporting Operations
The MEU has a limted forcible entry capability and can
facilitate the enploynent of followon forces, including
joint and conbined forces as well as a MEF. Bef ore

depl oynment, the MEU undergoes a 6-nonth training program
focusing on selected nmaritine special operations and
culmnating in the designation of the unit as “special

operations capable” (MEU(SCQ)). Wthin each maritinme pre-

positioning squadron, a single ship is configured wth
stand-al one capability to support a MEU with equipnment and
supplies for operations in excess of 15 days. The addition

A-11
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of any single maritinme pre-positioning ship to a MEU(SOC)
adds significant

expand

d. Speci al

the force.

sust ai nnent

Pur pose MAGIF ( SPMAGTF) .

and

limted mssion.
commerci al shi ps,

organi c Marine Corps assets.

SPMAGTF i ncl ude

evacuati on,
SPMAGTFs are designated as a SPMAGIF with

SPMAGTF (Li beria)

MEU, the SPMAGITF may be the forward el enent

MAGTF.

but normally

is a
a Marine expeditionary unit

the ability

rapi dly

A SPMAGTF is a snall
MAGTF configured to acconplish specific mssions that are
limted in scope and focus and often in duration.
may be any size,
force—the size of
with narrowmy focused capabilities chosen to acconplish a
It can be deployed by anphibious or

9. Mari ne Corps Forces Reserve (MARFORRES)

or

A SPMAGTF
relatively smal
smal | er —

tactical or strategic airlift, or by

Common m ssions assigned to a

raids, peacekeepi ng, nonconbat ant

di saster relief, and humanitarian assistance.
| ocation; e.qg.

or SPMAGTF (Philippines). As with the

of | ar ger

Rapid force expansion is possible through the activation of

the Marine Corps Forces Reserve (MARFORRES)
like the active forces,

consi sts of

The Reserve,

a bal anced conbi ned-

arms team with ground, aviation and CSS units. Or gani zed
under the Conmander, Marine Corps Forces Reserve, units are
| ocated at 191 training centers in 46 states, Puerto Rico,
and the District of Colunbia. The WMarine Corps Forces
Reserve is closely integrated with the active conponent
under the Marine Corps total force concept. The reserves
provide individuals and specific wunits to augnent and

reinforce active capabilities.

Conmmander

Mari ne Forces Reserve
New O | eans

Conmandi ngh
General 4!
Force Service
Support G oup
New O | eans

Comandi ng
CGeneral Marine
Cor ps Reserve
Support Conmand

Kansas City

Force Units

Conmandi ngh
General 4!
Marine Division
New Or | eans

Conmandi n%
General 4!
Marine Aircraft
W ng
New Ol eans
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The Supporting Establishnment

The supporting establishnment consists of 16 mmjor bases,
training activities, formal schools, the Marine Corps
Recruiting Command, the Marine Corps Conbat Devel opnent
Command, t he Mar i ne Cor ps Syst ens Command, and
Headquarters, u. S Mar i ne Cor ps. The supporting
establishment’s contributions are vital to the overal
conbat readi ness of the Marine Corps.

In summary, MAGTFs define a wunique form of nava
expeditionary operations that allow the regi onal conmanders
in chief to enploy Marine forces independently. They will
be able to do so whether in a crisis-response role, as a
sustai nable first-on-the-scene enabling force for foll ow on
joint operations, or in support of a larger naval or joint
war fi ghti ng canpai gn.

Question 1. Al'l active duty Marines assigned to the Qperating

Forces are designated as Fl eet Marine Forces.
True / Fal se

Question 2. What two mmjor Marine conponents constitute the

expedi ti onary conbat power of the Marine Corps?

A-13
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