Lieutenant Colonel Thomas J. Felts 
United States Marine Corps

Lieutenant Colonel Felts was born 11 Apri11956 in Houston, Texas. He graduated from Texas A&M University with a Bachelors of Science Degree in Sociology and was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in May 1979.

After completing the Basic School in October 1979. Lieutenant Colonel Felts reported to the Infantry Officer's Course at Quantico, Virginia as a student.

Upon completion. Lieutenant Colonel Felts reported to Company C. lst Battalion. 4th Marines. Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, California, where he served as a Rifle Platoon Commander, Weapons Platoon Commander, and then as Company Executive Officer from January 1980 to December 1981. 

In January 1982, Lieutenant Colonel Felts was ordered to Marine Barracks, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, serving as Platoon Commander, 3rd Platoon. Rifle Security Company. Upon returning to CONUS, Lieutenant Colonel Felts reported to the Marine Corps Recruiting Station, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, where he served as the Officer-in-Charge of the Officer Selection Team. 

In July 1984, Lieutenant Colonel Felts reported to Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida for flight training. Designated a Naval Aviator in April 1986, Lieutenant Colonel Felts was transferred to HMT-301, MCAS Tustin, Santa Ana, California, qualifying in the CH-53D helicopter. Upon completion of training he was reassigned to HMH-363, served as the S-l officer and Quality Assurance Officer, and completed two unit deployments to Okinawa. 

In September 1989, Lieutenant Colonel Felts reported for duty with HMH-463, MCAS Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii. In January 1990, he deployed to Okinawa and served as the Director of Safety and Standardization for HMM-364. Upon his return to MCAS Kaneohe Bay, he served as the Logistics Officer and immediately deployed HMH 463 to Saudi Arabia to participate in Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm.  Upon the squadron's return to Hawaii, he assumed the duties as the Squadron Operations Officer from August 1991 to June 1992. 

In August 1992, Lieutenant Colonel Felts reported to the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, and graduated with a Master of Arts in National Security in June 1993. His next assignment was to Headquarters, U.S. Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Florida, where he served with USCENTCOM J-3 as Watch Team Commander and subsequently as an Exercise Planner and Action Officer. 

After conversion training in the CH-53E helicopter at HMT-302, Lieutenant Colonel Felts reported for duty with Third Marine Aircraft Wing, where he served as the BRAC Officer from September 1997 to April 1998. He then served as the Logistics Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 16. During June 1998 he assumed command of the "Heavy Haulers" of HMH-462 and served in that capacity until August 2000. In September 2000 he reported to the Center for the Study of Professional Military Ethics as the inaugural Marine Fellow.  During his tour as a Resident Fellow, Lieutenant Colonel Felts conducted research in and authored an article on ethics training, and co-authored an article on use of force criteria and humanitarian intervention.  He assumed his current duties as Deputy Director, Marine Corps War College during June 2001.

Lieutenant Colonel Felts' personal decorations include the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal. the Air Medal with two Strike/Flight Awards, and the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal. 

