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STUDENT OUTLINE

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES:  The student will identify the following:


a.
The nomenclature of the NCO sword.


b.
The steps for executing selected sword manual movements.


c.
The procedures for executing the following movements:



(1)
Draw sword.



(2)
Order sword.



(3)
Carry sword.



(4)
Present sword.



(5)
Carriage while marching.



(6)
Eyes right while marching.



(7)
Rest with sword.



(8)
Return sword.

OUTLINE
1.
GENERAL RULES AND NOMENCLATURE OF THE NCO SWORD:


a.
General.



(1)
The sword is normally issued through the supply system, but can be purchased through cash sales or uniform store outlets for about $179.95 Regular 385.00 Anodized Commercial.



(2)
Officers and noncommissioned officers draw and return sword, without command when the commander of their unit does.  Unless they are members of the commander's staff, they execute all other movements of the sword manual on the commander's commands to the unit.  Staff members execute all other movements on the commander's separate command to his staff.  A unit commander, after being inspected, may return sword prior to accompanying the inspecting party, except during the inspection of an honor guard.



(3)
Carry sword is assumed when:




(a)
Giving commands.




(b)
Changing position in formation at quick time.




(c)
Addressing or being addressed by a senior.




(d)
The preparatory command for quick time has been given.




(e)
While marching at quick time.




(f)
Any manual of arms movement has been ordered except parade rest, at ease, rest, present arms, or eyes right (left).  When in formation with personnel to your front at normal distance or less (organization staffs excluded), remain at carry sword except during rest or at ease.




(g)
Any facing movement has been given.  If at order sword, execute carry sword on the preparatory command of the facing movement.



(4)
Present sword is assumed when:




(a)
Saluting with the sword.




(b)
The unit is presented to the colors, or to persons, or when the National Anthem, To The Color, Retreat, or Hail to the Chief is played.




(c)
Executing eyes right (left) while marching past a reviewing officer or stand.  When you are in the interior of a formation, remain at the carry.



(5)
While marching at double time, hold the sword diagonally across the  chest with the true edge toward the front.  Hold the scabbard with the left hand just below the frog.



(6)
When calling roll, reading documents, or publishing orders to a formation, slip the fingers of the left hand between the sword grip and guard.   Allow the sword to hang, grip to the front across the knuckles.  Keep the left elbow against the side.  Hold the document with both hands.



(7)
When not in formation, keep the sword in the scabbard.  Salute by executing the hand salute.


b.
Nomenclature Of The NCO Sword:  The NCO Sword is carried on a black or white leather frog on the left hip.  The white leather frog is worn with the Dress Blue uniforms.  The black leather frog is worn with all other uniforms.  The black leather frog is held in place by use of a black leather belt while the white leather frog is held in place by the white cloth dress blue belt.  The nomenclature of the sword and scabbard is as follows (see figure 0502-1):



Figure 0502-1.



(1)
Scabbard:




(a)
Throat.




(b)
Frog stud.




(c)
Tip.




(d)
Drag.



(2)
Sword:




(a)
Pommel.




(b)
Grips.




(c)
Knuckle bow.




(d)
Hilt.




(e)
Blade.




(f)
Forte.




(g)
Foible.




(h)
Quillon.




(i)
Ricasso.




(j)
True edge.




(k)
False edge.




(l)
Fuller.




(m)
Point of percussion.

2.
DRAW SWORD:  In your student handout, all preparatory commands will be in capital letters.  All commands of execution and combined commands will be underlined and in capital letters.


a.
The purpose of this movement is to draw the sword out of the scabbard.  It is a three count movement.  It is executed when halted at the position of attention.  The commands for this movement are: DRAW SWORD.


b.
First Count.  On the preparatory command  DRAW, grasp the scabbard with the left hand just below the frog, tilting it  forward to form an angle of 45 degrees from the deck.  Grasp the grip with the right hand and pull the sword out approximately 10" from the scabbard.  The  right forearm should be parallel to the deck and the left hand holding the scabbard against the side.


c.
Second Count.  On the command of execution SWORD, draw the sword  out smartly, keeping it directly to the front, and raising the right arm to its full extent.  The blade should be at an angle of 45 degrees, sword in a straight  line with the arm, and true edge down.  At the same time, release the left hand from  the scabbard.  Pause in this position for one count.


d.
Third Count.  Bring the back of the blade against the shoulder-seam, with the blade vertical, knuckle bow to the front, right arm nearly extended, and the thumb and forefinger embracing the  lower part of the grip.  The thumb should be on the trouser seam with the  remaining three fingers joined behind the end of the hilt.  This is the position of CARRY SWORD.

3.
ORDER SWORD FROM CARRY SWORD:


a.
The purpose of this movement is to position the sword at the order position.  It is a one count movement.  It is executed when halted at the position of carry sword.  The commands for this movement are: ORDER SWORD (ARMS).


b.  First Count:  On the command of execution, SWORD (ARMS), rotate the sword so that the tip of the sword is pointing downward.  The tip of the sword will be 3 inches above the deck and slightly to the right front of the right foot.  Straighten the right arm.  The thumb remains on the left side of the grip and against the trouser seam.  The blade is inclined downward with the true edge pointed down.

4.
CARRY SWORD FROM ORDER SWORD:


a.
The purpose of this movement is to position the sword at the carry position.  It is a one count movement.  It is executed when halted at the position of order sword.  The commands for this movement are: CARRY SWORD (ARMS).


b.
Execution.  Smartly rotate the sword so the blade is vertical and against the shoulder seam, the knuckle bow to the front, the right arm nearly extended, and the thumb and forefinger embracing the lower part of the grip.  The thumb should be on the trouser seam with the fingers joined behind the end of the hilt.

5.
PRESENT SWORD:


a.
The purpose of this movement is to salute while carrying the sword.  It is a two count movement.  It is executed when halted at the position of carry sword or order sword.  It may also be executed
without command when marching.  The commands for this movement are: PRESENT SWORD (ARMS).



NOTE:  The only difference in executing this movement from the order or from the carry is the initial position of the sword, and the arc that the sword moves in during the execution of the first count.


b.
First Count:  On the preparatory command PRESENT, raise the right hand level with and 6" in front of your neck.  Keep the thumb on the left side of the grip, wrist straight, and elbow against the body.  The knuckle bow should be on the left, with the blade inclined forward at a 30 degree angle.


c.
Second Count:  On the command of  execution SWORD (ARMS), bring the blade of the sword down smartly, without whipping, to a position 3" above the deck and slightly to the right of the right foot.  Straighten the right arm.  The thumb remains on the left side of the grip, with the knuckle bow against the trouser seam.  The blade is inclined down and forward with the true edge to the left.


d.
Order Sword From Present Sword:  The command is ORDER, SWORD (ARMS), and  is executed in one count.  On the command of execution SWORD (ARMS), turn the  true edge down.  In this position, the right arm hangs naturally, with the thumb on the trouser seam.  The blade inclines down and forward with the point 3" above the deck.



NOTE:  There are a few rare instances, such as when on a battalion staff, when the final position of the sword when given Order Arms from Present Arms will be the carry.  In such cases, execute order arms on the preparatory command as described above.  On the command of execution, execute carry sword.

6.
CARRIAGE WHILE MARCHING:  While marching with the sword at the carry, the arms swing 6 inches to the front and 3 inches to the rear, which is the same as they would if you did not have a sword in your hand.  The back of the blade remains along the shoulder-seam  Do not hold the scabbard.

7.
EYES RIGHT WHILE MARCHING:


a.
The purpose of this movement is to render honors during a pass in review while carrying the sword.  It is a two count movement.  It is executed only when marching.  The commands for this movement are: EYES RIGHT.


b.
First Count:  The preparatory command, EYES, is given as the right foot strikes the deck.  As the left foot strikes the deck (and during the pause between the preparatory command and the command of execution), execute the first count of present sword.  Remember, the head and eyes remain to the front.


c.
Second Count:  The command of execution, RIGHT, is given as the right foot strikes the deck the second time.  As the left foot strikes the deck the second time, execute the second count of present sword and turn your head and eyes 45 degrees to the right.  While the sword is in this second count position, DO NOT swing the right arm.



NOTES:  If you are executing this movement as the commander of a unit--in other words, you are the one giving the commands--then the command should be given so that when completed, you are approximately six paces from the reviewing officer.





 Marines often have a difficult time mastering this movement.  If you are one of them, try executing the movement with the following command: EYES, UP, RIGHT, DOWN.  The command, EYES is given as the right foot strikes the deck.  The command, UP, is given as the left foot strikes the deck.  As the
left foot strikes the deck, the sword moves UP to the first count of present
sword.  The command of execution, RIGHT, is given as the right foot strikes the deck the second time.  The command, DOWN, is given as the left foot strikes the deck the second time.  As the left foot strikes the deck, the sword moves DOWN to the second count of present sword.  As you get more proficient with this movement, you can gradually cut out the verbal commands of UP and DOWN, instead saying them in your mind.


d.
Execute Ready Front:  To terminate this movement, the command is READY, FRONT.  The preparatory command, READY is given as the left foot strikes the deck.  As the right foot strikes the deck (and during the pause between the preparatory command and the command of execution), execute order sword.  The right arms still does not swing.  The command of execution, FRONT, is given as the left foot strikes the deck for the second time.  As the right foot strikes the deck for the second time, execute carry sword, turn the head and eyes back to the front, and resume swinging the right arm.



NOTES:  If you are executing this movement as the commander of a unit, then the command should be given so that when completed, THE LAST MAN IN YOUR UNIT is approximately six paces past the reviewing officer.





  If you are having problems mastering this movement, then try using the command, READY, CUT, FRONT, UP in the same manner as explained above.





  The movement may also be executed as eyes left.  In this case, simply execute the movement as explained above, only switching the words right and left.

8.
RESTS WITH THE SWORD:  The three rests that we will concern ourselves with are parade rest, at ease, and rest.


a.
The purpose of this movement is to rest while in formation.  Parade rest is a one count movement.  At ease and rest are non-precision movements and have no counts.  It is executed when halted at attention and usually at order sword.  The commands for this movement are: PARADE REST, AT EASE, REST.


b.
Execution Of Parade Rest.  This is normally executed from order sword.  If it is to be executed from carry sword, you must come to order sword on the preparatory command PARADE.  At the command of execution REST,  move the left foot and left arm as in normal parade rest.  At the same time,  lower the point of the sword to the deck.  Right thumb remains along the trouser seam.


c.
Execute Attention.  The command of execution, ATTENTION, is preceded by a preparatory command predetermined by the size of the unit.  For this class, I will use PLATOON.  On the command of execution, ATTENTION,  move the left foot and arm as in normal attention.  At the same time, raise the point of the sword 3" above the deck (the position of order sword).


d.
At Ease And Rest.  At the command AT EASE or REST, the only requirement is that the right foot, right arm, and sword remain at the position of parade rest.  While at ease, you may not talk.  While at rest, you may talk quietly to the Marines around you.  The command to terminate this movement is the same as the one to terminate parade rest.  On the preparatory command, PLATOON, assume the position of parade rest.  On the command of execution, ATTENTION, execute attention as described above.

9.
RETURN SWORD:



a.
The purpose of this movement is to return the sword to the scabbard.  This is a three count movement.  This movement is executed only when halted at the position of carry sword or order sword.  The commands for this movement are RETURN, SWORD.



NOTE:  The only difference in executing this movement from the order or from the carry is the initial position of the sword, and the arc that the sword moves in during the execution of the first count.


b.
First Count:  On the preparatory command, RETURN, with the right hand, execute the first movement of present sword.  At the same time, grasp the scabbard just below the frog with the left hand, tilting it forward at a 45 degree angle to the deck.


c.
Second Count:  Lower the sword point to a position just above the throat of the scabbard.  Look down at the opening at the same time you lower your sword tip.  Guide the point into the throat until the right forearm is parallel to the deck and the hilt is approximately 10" from the scabbard.   Raise the head to the front.


d.
Third Count:  On the command of execution SWORD, push smartly down and release the grip of the sword with the right hand, so it will slide all the way in to the scabbard.  In the same motion, return the right hand to the right side.  Release the scabbard with the left hand and return it to the left side, assuming the position of attention.

REFERENCE:  NAVMC 2691, Marine Corps Drill and Ceremonies Manual
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