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EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES:  The student will be able to identify the following:



	a.	Terminology and definitions of the color guard, its equipment, the U. S. Flag and 	organizational color.



	b.	Flag protocol.



	c.	The movements of the color guard.



	d.	Indoor ceremonies.



	e.	Care and cleaning the flag.



	f.	Most common discrepancies found during inspections of color guards.



	g.	Hoisting and lowering the National Ensign.



OUTLINE



1.	THE U. S. AND ORGANIZATIONAL FLAGS TERMS, COMPONENTS AND

	DEFINITIONS.



	a.	When flow from ships or craft of the Navy or from a flagstaff at commands ashore the  national flag is referred to as the "national/U.S. flag", "national ensign" or "ensign."

	

	b.	Designated Marine organizations are equipped with the national flag and an 	organizational flag. For a listing of those units see MCO P10520.3 Flag Manual.

	

	c.	When mounted on a staff (pike) and carried by an individual on foot, or displayed or 	cased in a fixed location, the national flag is called the national color. The term "color" means the national color only. The term "colors" means both the national  color and organizational color.



	d.	When mounted on a vehicle, the national flag is called the "national standard" and the 	organizational flag is the "organizational standard." The term "standard" refers to the "national standard" only. The term "standards" refers to both the "national standard" and "organizational standard." 



	e.	The standard issue national "color/standard" for Marine units is made of nylon and 	measures  4.33 feet on the hoist by 5.50 feet on the fly. A red, white and blue rope and tassel is affixed to the staff.  The use of  fringe on the national  "color/standard" within the Marine Corps is prohibited. The flag is affixed to a staff measuring  9.6 feet with spearhead device. Only the spearhead device is authorized on any staff used for display of 	the national  "color/standard," organizational "color/standard" and on unit guidons. 

	

	f.	There are three types of Marine Corps "colors/standards." 



		(1)	The first is the "Type III, Class 1, Command Battle Standard and Organization Standard, USMC."  The "Battle Standard" is the distinguishing flag authorized for FMF units. Additionally, this model may be issued to non-FMF units, such as bases, air stations and Marine Corps Junior ROTC units, which require the organization embroidered on the scroll.   For a listing of those units see MCO P10520.3 Flag Manual 	



		(2)	The second is the "Type III, Class 2, Organizational Standard." This flag is authorized for non-FMF activities not authorized the class 1 standard. The words "United States Marine Corps" are embroidered on the scroll.  For a listing of those units see MCO P10520.3 Flag Manual.



		(3)	The third is the "Type III, Class 3, Organizational Standard, USMCR."  This 	flag is authorized for  general officers of the Marine Corps Reserve in an active status, and also in reserve units which are not authorized the class 1 battle standard. The words "United States Marine Corps Reserve" are embroidered on the scroll.  For a listing of those units see MCO P10520.3 Flag Manual.



	g.	Marine Corps "colors/standards" are  displayed on a 9.6 foot staff with spearhead 	device.  A scarlet and gold rope and tassel is displayed on the color, except that if the unit has received award streamers then the rope and tassel are removed and only the streamers are placed on the staff.  Streamers are placed on the staff beginning at the front and rotate clockwise, by seniority, around the staff.  Gaps between streamers to permit a symmetrical 	or balanced appearance is appropriate. See section F of the MCO P10520.3 Flag Manual for the proper precedence of streamers.



	h.	A guidon is a small rectangular flag carried by companies, batteries and comparable units as a unit marker and for other purposes. There is no fringe on unit guidons. Guidons are flown on an 8 foot staff with spearhead device.  There are 3 types of unit guidons.  Type I is for FMF units, Type II is for  non-FMF units and Type III is for Reserve unit. For  more information on the design  of unit guidons refer to Section E of MCO P10520.3 Flag Manual. Section G contains instructions for ordering flags and guidons. Army and 	Navy guidons are swallow tailed.



	i.	A dress guidon, commonly referred to as a parade pennant/marker, has the letters "USMC" and gold fringe. It is used to mark the line of march at parades and similar ceremonies.  The dress guidon is flown from an 8 foot staff with a spearhead device.



	j.	The U. S. Flag used to drape caskets at funerals is normally made of cotton. This flag is 	usually obtained by the funeral home through the VA in the case of former Marines or retirees. However, it never hurts to have an extra one or two handy for emergencies. For instance if the spouse and  mother of a  deceased Marine are both at a funeral they both get a flag! What if the funeral  home blew the movement? Nothing is placed on the casket on top of the flag.



2.	FLAG DISPLAY AND PROTOCOLS.



	a.	We all know that the Flag of the United States is displayed aboard all post and stations, 	naval vessels, post offices, schools and other places designated by public law. There may 	also be times when you are called upon to display the U. S. Flag under other circumstances. Some basic rules of thumb are;



		(1)	The flag should generally be displayed flat, not festooned over doorways or arches. Neither should the flag be tied into a bowknot or fashioned into a rosette.  	When displayed on a rostrum it should be displayed above and behind the speaker's desk with the union  at the top and on its own right.  

  

		(2)	When displayed from a staff in a public auditorium, it should be in advance of the audience, and in the position of honor at the speaker's or chaplain's  right as he/she faces the audience. Any other flags should be to the speakers left.

		

		(3)	When flown with the flag (s) of other nations then the U. S. flag will hold the place of honor on the right (the flag's own right) of all other flags. An exception is overseas, such as Japan, then the host country's flag may be in the place of honor, depending on the current diplomatic arrangements. 

		

		(4)	No other flag or pennant should be placed above or, if on the same level, to the right of the national flag.  The only exception is that the church pennant may be flown above the flag, but only when church services are being conducted at sea for personnel of the Navy. 



		(5)	When the U.S. flag  is at the center and highest point when multiple flags are displayed in a "crossed fashion"  such as behind a head table for a multiunit mess night. 



		(6)	When displayed over a street, the flag should be suspended vertically with the union to the north on an east and west street, or the east on a north and south street. 



		(7)	When displayed from a pole or staff affixed to a building the union is outboard and at the top. 



		(8)	The national flag, except for certain conditions aboard a naval vessel,  never dips or renders a salute. 	



		(9)	Now to dispel an old wife's tale. "What do you do if you are in a color guard, and you drop the flag?" answer "you pick it up." The old wife's tale about having to burn the flag if it touches the ground is false. If we did that we would go broke buying flags. The flag is only destroyed when it has become unserviceable, that is faded, soiled or torn beyond repair or cleaning,  and to keep it from falling into enemy hands.  



	b.	Rendering honors to the national flag would seem to be a simple proposition, however 	all to many Marines don't seem to understand the basics.  So let's review the where and when.



		(1)	Individuals, when in uniform,  honor the nation's flag by rendering an appropriate salute. When in civilian attire individuals stand at attention  facing 	the flag and place their right  hand over their  heart.  Men, in civilian attire, remove their headgear with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the right hand being over the heart. 



			(a)	During morning and evening colors salutes are rendered on the first note of the "National Anthem", "To The Color" or "Retreat" (depending on which is played)  the salute is terminated on the last note. A common error made by Marines it that they will salute on the bugle call of "Attention" and terminate the salute at "Carry On." This is absolutely  incorrect. The bugle calls mean what they imply. "Attention" means stand at attention and face the flag or music, "Carry On" means just that, carry on about your duties. 



			(b)	When passing , or being passed, by the national color (standard) uncased. Honors are normally rendered  6 paces before until 6 paces after passing , or  being passed, by the color.

 

			(c)	Small flags being carried by individuals and  flags flying from flag staffs	or flags affixed to a building are not saluted, except during morning and evening colors.  So all of you who have been told that if you walk by the flag pole at he head shed you have to salute the flag got the wrong gouge. 

		

			(d)	A folded flag being carried to morning colors or from evening colors is considered cased and is not saluted. 



		(2)	Persons in formation render appropriate honors to the flag on command from the formation commander under the same circumstances as individuals. Normally only the formation commander salutes the flag, unless otherwise specified at a parade or ceremony.  	



		(3)	Persons riding in a vehicle during morning or evening colors are to bring the vehicle to a halt and remain seated at attention until "Carry On" is played. 	



	c.	The organizational color salutes while the "National Anthem," "To the Color," "Retreat," or  "Hail to the Chief," is being played or when rendering honors to the organizational commander or individuals of a higher rank, but in no other circumstance.  	Again the 6 paces before to 6 paces after rule applies. The organizational standard renders no salute, remember a standard is mounted.  The question now is  that when the Adjutant 	presents the command to the  Commander of Troops  does the organizational color salute? No, unless the Commander of Troops is the organizational commander or higher.  



3.	COLOR GUARD COMPOSITION AND EQUIPMENT.  The normal unit color guard is comprised of 4 Marines. The Marines should be as close as possible to the same height and build. If a Woman Marine is part of the color guard she wears trousers, and not a skirt,  for uniformity.  The color bearers should not wear  medals or ribbons and badges because the slings will destroy them. Slings are adjusted so that the colors or the same height when at the carry or, if this isn't possible, the national color is slightly higher than the organizational color. If necessary have the color sergeant slightly taller than the organizational color bearer. All members of the color guard wear the pistol belt (white belt if in blues), the color bearers wear the pistol belt over the sling to keep the sling from flopping around. If the color guard is wearing the service cover then have them use 2 chin straps. One is worn normally and the second one is worn under the chin. This precludes the embarrassment of losing a cover during a ceremony.  The color guard marches in one rank, at close interval. The color guard does not swing their arms since they would have 3 arms forward and one back, distracting from their appearance. The outboard members of the color guard are normally armed with the service rifle carried on the outboard shoulder. On occasion  pistols may be used instead of rifles. In this circumstance a hand salute is rendered whenever the command of present arms is given.  Swords, except for color guards mounted on horseback, are never carried in he color guard. 



	a.	You may, on occasion,  be required to provide a joint color guard, such as for armed forces day parades. The proper organization of the color guard is;



�



	b.	The senior color bearer, the color sergeant, gives the commands for the color guard. Contrary to popular belief the commands should only be loud enough to be heard by the color guard. 	The color guard, when participating in parades and ceremonies, executes all movements with the unit (color company) to which attached, except for to the rear march, about/left/right face, flanking movements and fix bayonets. Other rules for the color guard are:



		(1)	The colors may be carried in any formation in which two or more companies participate, and in escorts and honor guards when ordered. Unless otherwise directed for special ceremonies, the national color will always be carried when the unit color is carried, but the national color may be carried alone. 



		(2)	In regimental formations only the colors of the regiment will be carried. In formations where two or more separate battalions are formed as a regiment only one (the senior) battalion's colors are carried for the regiment. 



		(3)	In battalion  formations the colors will be posted with the designated color company and in regimental formation with the designated color company or color battalion. The color guard is posted to the left of the color company or battalion when in a line formation and to the rear of the color company or battalion in a column formation. The color company or battalion is posted in the battalion or regimental formation so that the color guard is in the approximate center of the formation (right or forward of center if exact center is impossible) .



		(4)	When the organizational color is draped in mourning, the mourning band shall consist of a black crepe streamer 7 feet long and about 12 inches wide. A bow knot, the loops of which are 6 inches long, is tied in the center. The streamer is attached by the bow knot to the upper ferrule, just below the spearhead. The national color may be draped in mourning only with  the authorization of the Secretary of the Navy. 



		(5)	The color guard remains at order colors when the manual of arms is being conducted at parades and ceremonies. 



		(6)	Color guards do not fix bayonets. 

		

		(7)	Whenever the colors are brought forward of the line of troops, appropriate honors ("National Anthem," "To the Colors," "Retreat," or in the absence of music present arms) must be rendered. 



		(8)	In any formation involving two or more organizations which could carry colors in that formation, the number of colors to be carried and their position in the formation will be designated by the formation commander.  Massed colors is probably the best way to handle this situation. The first rank of massed colors consist of the two riflemen, the national color and the color of the senior unit present. This is the senior color guard. The remainder of the organizational colors form ranks of 4 behind the first rank, by seniority, from the color guards right to left. Odd numbered colors are placed by seniority, and are filled in from right to 	left to right to left.
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	Massed color guards are, by nature unwieldy and have some peculiar considerations.



			(a)	When "trooping  the colors" at the beginning of a parade or ceremony, the massed colors march on with the color company or battalion, leaving space for the senior color guard. Only the senior color guard only "troops the colors" and then returns to its position in front of the massed colors. 



			(b)	When the colors are brought forward for awards, promotions or retirements only the senior color guard marches forward. The massed colors remain in the formation. Let's face facts.  Trying to have massed colors do a counter march is almost as easy as trying to push a rope uphill. Appearance makes the difference. 

	

		(9)	Marine color guards do not carry the Boy Scout, Kawanis, Lions Club, or the flag of any other  nonmilitary organization as a part of the color guard. The one exception authorized by the Flag Manual is that Marines may carry flags of foreign nations in official civil ceremonies when an official of the nation concerned is present in an official capacity and is one for whom honors normally would be rendered. In that capacity the flag of the foreign nation will be carried by a separate color guard, normally three Marines. This color guard would be preceded by a Marine Corps color guard during the ceremony. 



4.	MOVEMENTS OF THE COLOR GUARD RIFLEMAN.  The riflemen can make or break a color guard if their movements are not synchronized, so   we first need to get the riflemen squared away. Remember that the left rifleman is at left shoulder arms and the right rifleman  is at right shoulder arms, moving to and from the right/left shoulder to the order, present or back the shoulder often involves different "counts" in the movement for each rifleman. To get the rifles moving together one will have to do an occasional pause to let the other catch up. 



	a.	Order Color to Carry Color. This is a 4 count movement for both riflemen. 



	b.	Carry  Color to Order Color. This is a 4 count movement for the right rifleman and a 5 count movement for the left rifleman. In order to have the rifles move together the "counts" are modified as follows:



	Count		Right Rifleman						Left Rifleman



	    1		Stands fast							Regrasps the small of the stock

	    2		Rifle comes off the Shoulder			Rifle comes off the shoulder

	    3		Regrasp the barrel					Regrasp the barrel 

	    4		Move the rifle to the right side		Move the rifle to the right side

	    5		Cut									Cut



	c.	Order Color to Present Color. This is a 2 count movement for both riflemen.



	d.	Present Color to Order Color. This is a 3 count movement for both riflemen.

	

	e.	Carry Color to Present Color.  This is a 3 count movement for both riflemen; however, it becomes a 4 count movement to synchronize the rifles. 











	Count		Right Rifleman							Left Rifleman



	    1		Stands fast								Regrasps the small of the stock

	    2		Rifle comes off  the shoulder				Rifle comes off the shoulder

	    3		Regrasps the small of the stock			Stands fast

	    4		Rotates the rifle to present arms			Rotates the rifle to present arms

				

		     

	f.	Present Color to Carry Color. This is a 3 count movement for the left rifleman and a 4 count movement for the right rifleman. 



	Count		Right Rifleman							Left Rifleman



	    1		Rotates the rifle to port arms				Rotates the rifle to port arms

	    2		Grasps the butt of the rifle				Stands fast

	    3		Moves the rifle to the shoulder			Moves the rifle to the shoulder

	    4		Cut										Cut



	g.	Some of you that are familiar with color guards may be wondering why I covered Carry to Present and back to Carry, since it is not in the NAVMC 2691. If you were to read the sections on "trooping the colors"  and the Marine Corps birthday ceremony you would find that the colors march on and remain at the carry. The next command is present arms. If the color guard is at the carry then you  must execute present from the carry, then return to the carry to "post the colors."



	h.	One final note about the riflemen is that you may be assigned to a unit that uses demilitarized  M-14s or M-1s. If you are, then find and old copy of the Landing Party Manual or a pre-1975 Guidebook for Marines to familiarize yourself with the differences in the manual of arms. 



5.	MOVEMENTS OF THE COLOR BEARERS.



	a.	Order Color.



		(1)	At order color, the lower ferrule rests on the deck touching the outside edge of the right shoe just opposite the little toe. The staff is gripped with the right hand in the "V" formed by the thumb and finger on the right hand, the back of the hand to the right front. The right elbow should be close to the side so the forearm will help support the staff. Hold the staff against the hollow of the shoulder so it points straight up with the flat of the spearhead to the front. The rest of the body is at attention.  To assist the color bearer in getting the spearhead flat to the front it is a good idea to mark the staff with a thumb tack as a reference mark. 



		(2)	The riflemen are at order arms when the colors are at the order. 



	b.	Carry Color from Order Color

	

		(1)	When changing from order color to carry color , the command is "Carry, COLOR." 



		(2)	At the preparatory command of "Carry," both the national and organizational color bearers change the grip on the staff so as to grasp it from the rear between the thumb and finger of the right hand, the fingers around the staff.



		(3)	At the command of execution "COLOR," both the national and organizational color bearers raise the staff smartly with the right hand to a point where the lower ferrule is just above the sling socket. Simultaneously grasp the staff with the left hand just above the lower ferrule to steady and guide it into the socket. Do not look down to get the ferrule into the socket, that's why your left hand is there. It will take some practice but can be done. The staff  remains vertical with the flat of the spearhead to the front. Note that at no time is the organizational color higher than the national color. 



		(4)	Seat the lower ferrule in the sling socket. As the ferrule is seated, permit the right hand to slide down the staff to a position directly in front of the color bearer's face. Usually the thumb in front of the chin. 



		(5)	Grip the staff firmly with the right hand and move the left hand to the side. In this position, the right hand is directly in front or the face, the right arm is held against the body, and the staff is inclined slightly to the front with the flat of the spearhead to the front. On particularly windy days, or for long street marches the color bearers may want to use a two hand carry. To do this, slide the left hand up the staff so that it rests against the bottom of the right hand. The left arm is held down against the body. 



		(6)	The riflemen execute right and left shoulder arms on the command of execution "COLOR" so that the rifles are on the outboard shoulder. 



	c.	Order Color from Carry Color.



		(1)	When changing from carry color to order color, the command is "Order, COLOR" (ARMS).



		(2)	On the preparatory command of "Order" grip the staff with the left hand below the right hand and remove the ferrule from the socket.



		(3)	On the command of execution "COLOR" (ARMS), lower the ferrule to a point above the deck along the outside edge of the right toe: release the staff with the left hand and replace it above the right hand to assist in guiding the staff  to the order.  



		(4)	Relax the right hand so the staff will slide down between the thumb and fingers. Then change the grip of the right hand to position described earlier for order color, ensuring that the lower ferrule is beside the right foot and the spearhead is flat to the front. (On particularly windy days the color bearers may want to "strip" the colors to maintain control. This movement begins when the ferrule is on the deck and the right hand is grasping  the staff at the order. Move the left hand up the staff as high  as possible , grip the colors,  slide the left hand down the staff until waist high then tuck the color between the staff and your body sufficiently to keep them under control. Again this is not a "book" movement and should only be used in extremely windy conditions. )



		(5)	Move the left arm smartly back to the left side. 



		(6)	The riflemen execute order arms on the command of execution "COLOR" (ARMS).



	d.	Present Color from Order Color.



		(1)	To change from order color to present color the command is, "Present, COLOR" (ARMS).



		(2)	On the preparatory command of "Present" the color bearers change their grip on the staff  so as to grasp it firmly from the rear between the rear between the thumb and fingers of the right hand, the fingers around the staff.  The national color bearer executes the movement to carry color on the preparatory command. 	The national color bearer does not salute; therefore, he remains at the carry. 



		(3)	On the command of execution "COLOR" (ARMS) the organizational color bearer moves to the carry.  Once the left hand is at the side the organizational color bearer lowers the staff smartly to the front by straightening the right arm, rotation the staff so that the flat of the spearhead is to the side. If musical honors are to be played the organizational color bearer lowers the unit color on the first note of  the music and would raise the color back to the carry on the last note. 



		(4)	The riflemen execute present arms on the command of execution "COLOR" (ARMS).



	e.	Order Color from Present Color.



		(1)	When changing from present color to order color the command is; "Order, COLOR" (ARMS).



		(2)	On the command of execution "COLOR" (ARMS) the organizational color bearer raises the staff to the carry, rotating the staff so the spearhead is flat to the front. (If musical honors were played the organizational color would have returned to the carry on the last note of the music.) The national color bearer remains at the carry until the organizational color bearer is back to the carry position.

	

		(3)	Once both color bearers are at the carry then continue to order color as described earlier. 



		(4)	The riflemen execute order arms on the command of execution "COLOR" (ARMS).



	f.	Present Color from Carry Color.



		(1)	When changing from carry color to present color the command is; "Present, COLOR" (ARMS).



		(2)	On the command of execution "COLOR" (ARMS) the national color bearer stands fast and the organizational color bearer lowers the unit color to the present position. Once again, if musical honors are to be played the organizational color bearer lowers the unit color on the first note of  the music and would raise the color back to the carry on the last note. 



		(3)	The riflemen execute present arms on the command of execution "COLOR" (ARMS).



	g.	Carry Color from Present Color



		(1)	When changing from present color to carry color the command is; "Carry, COLOR".



		(2)	On the command of execution "COLOR"  the organizational color bearer raises the staff to the carry, rotating the staff so the spearhead is flat to the front. (If musical honors were played the organizational color would have returned to the carry on the last note of the music.) 



		(3)	The riflemen execute right and left shoulder arms on the command of execution "COLOR" so that the rifles are on the outboard shoulder. 



	h.	Rests with the Color.



		(1)	The color guard  assumes the position of  parade rest in lieu of at ease or rest. At ease and rest are never used by the color guard  when carrying the colors. 	The command is given  and executed only when the color guard is at the order.  Only the color sergeant or the person in charge of the formation may give the command. 



		(2)	On the command of execution "REST," the color bearers move their left foot smartly  to assume the normal position of parade rest. The left hand is placed behind the back with the forearm parallel to the deck. The staff remains vertical with the spearhead flat to the front. 



		(3)	The riflemen execute on the command of execution "REST."



	i.	Eyes Right (Left) from Order Color.



		(1)	To execute this movement from the order the command is "Eyes, RIGHT" (LEFT). It is given only  during a review when the reviewing official is "trooping the line."



		(2)	When halted at the order, on the command of execution "RIGHT" (LEFT), turn the head and eyes 45 degrees to he right (left).  The right (left) rifleman and the national color bearer do not execute eyes right (left).  During the review,  the command of ready front is not given.  Instead,  as the reviewing officer troops the line, follow  him/her with the head and eyes until the head and eyes are back to the front. The riflemen and the staffs remain at the order. 



6.	HALTED MOVEMENTS OF THE COLOR BEARER.  Halted movements with the color bearers and riflemen working as a team.  (color guard executes on command from the instructor)



		"Detail, ATTENTION"

		"Carry, COLOR"

		"Order, COLOR"

		"Present, COLOR"

		"Order, COLOR"

		"Carry, COLOR"

		"Present, COLOR"

		"Carry, COLOR"

		"Order, COLOR"

		"Eyes, RIGHT"

		"Parade, REST"



7.	MARCHING MOVEMENTS.  This should be very simple, as there are only 4 movements a color guard executes while marching, and they are right/left turn, counter march, eyes right (left) and ready front.



	a.	To change the direction of march to the right or left the command is "Right (Left) Turn, MARCH." The movement may be executed from the  halt,  while marking time, or marching.  



		(1)	On the command of execution "MARCH," with the right (left) rifleman acting as the stationary pivot, the color guard pivots or "wheels"  to the right (left) until facing in the new direction of march. While making the turn the color guard maintains its alignment to the right (left) and ,  as a unit, remains facing in the same direction.  Normally the color guard will pick up a half-step while making the movement and, except for exceptionally well drilled color guards, the color sergeant would give the command "Forward, MARCH" when the color guard is facing in the new direction of march. 



		(2)	During parades and ceremonies, when the color company executes a right or 	left face, the color guard executes a right or left turn. When the command to pass in review is given the color guard executes carry color and right turn when the color company is executing  right face and right shoulder arms. 
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	b.	To change the direction of march to the rear the command is "Countermarch, MARCH." The movement may be executed from the halt, while marking time, or marching.  If marking time or marching the command of execution is always given on the left foot. 



		(1)	On the command of execution "MARCH" the entire color guard picks up the 	half step. The national color bearer makes a small arc to his left, moving into the position  formerly occupied by the organizational color bearer, pivoting slowly until facing in the new direction of march and marks time. 



		(2)	The organizational color bearer makes and arc to his right and outside the national color bearer, moving into the position formerly occupied by the national color bearer, pivoting slowly until facing in the new direction of march and marks time.  



		(3)	The right rifleman takes two half-steps forward, then moves in a arc to his left outside the organizational color bearer, moving into position formerly occupied by the left rifleman, facing in the new direction of march and marks time. 

 

		(4)	The left rifleman takes three half-steps forward, then moves in an arc to his right outside the right rifleman, moving into the position formerly occupied by the right rifleman, facing in the new direction of march and marks time.



		(5)	Once all members of the color guard are facing in the new direction of march and marking time the color sergeant commands, "Forward, MARCH" or "Detail, HALT" depending on the sequence of events for the ceremony. 
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	c.	To render honors to a reviewing official while passing in review the command is "Eyes, RIGHT" (LEFT) followed by "Ready, FRONT"  While marching at carry color, on the command of execution "RIGHT" (LEFT),  turn the head and eyes 45 degrees to the right (left). The organizational color bearer executes present color, if the person being saluted is entitled to a salute from the organizational color. The right (left) rifleman and the national color bearer do not execute eyes right (left). To return to the carry the command is "Ready, FRONT." On the command of execution "FRONT" the organizational color bearer returns the carry, and heads and eyes are returned to the front.  

		

8.	MARCHING MOVEMENTS (CONT).  Now let's take a quick look at these marching  movements.  (color guard executes on command from the instructor)



	"Detail, ATTENTION"

	"Carry, COLOR"

	"Countermarch, MARCH"

	"Forward, MARCH"

	"Mark Time, MARCH"

	"Countermarch, MARCH"

	"Forward, MARCH"

	"Right Turn, MARCH"

	"Left Turn, MARCH"

	"Eyes, RIGHT"

	"Ready, FRONT"

	"Detail, HALT"

	"Order, COLOR"

	"Parade, REST"



9.	RECEIVING THE COLORS BY THE COLOR GUARD.  The color guard uses the following procedures to receive the colors. 



	a.	The color guard forms and marches to the place designated for receiving the colors. Normally, near the office or quarters of the organizational commander.



	b.	The color guard is halted 3 paces from the adjutant and sergeant major, who have taken appropriate positions for the presentation of the colors to the color guard. 



	c.	The color guard executes order arms on the command of the color sergeant. 



	d.	When the adjutant is ready to deliver the colors, the color sergeant orders the guard to present arms. At this command the color bearers execute a hand salute, and the riflemen execute present arms. 



	e.	The adjutant steps to his left oblique and transfers the national color to the color sergeant, who terminates his salute in time to receive it at the position of carry color. The adjutant then steps back to his original position and salutes. 



	f.	Upon the adjutant's salute, the sergeant major steps to his right oblique and transfers the organizational color the organizational color bearer, who has terminated his salute with the color sergeant, at the position of carry color. The sergeant major then steps back to his original position and salutes. 



	g.	When the sergeant major salutes, the color sergeant commands order arms.  The color guard, adjutant and sergeant major all execute on the color sergeant' s command. The adjutant and sergeant major then depart. 



	h.	After adjutant and sergeant major have departed the color sergeant brings the color guard to the carry and marches them to  the color company (battalion).



10.	RECEIVING THE COLORS BY THE COMPANY / BATTALION.  Prior to forming for a ceremony in which the colors are to participate, the colors are received by the color company (battalion) by means of the following ceremony.



	a.	The company (battalion) is formed with it's commander facing front. 

		

	b.	The color guard approaches and halts 10 paces in front of and facing the unit commander and goes to the order. 



	c.	The unit commander faces the unit and orders "Present, ARMS," faces the colors and salutes. The color guard executes present arms with the unit. The color bearers execute carry color. 



	d.	The unit commander terminates his salute, faces the unit and commands "Order, ARMS." The color guard executes order arms with the unit. 



	e.	The unit commander then faces the color guard and orders it to take it's post. If the unit is in a line or massed formation the post of the color guard is 6 paces to the unit's left. If the unit is in a column the color guard's post is 6 paces behind the column. 



	f.	When the color company (battalion) joins a higher echelon the color guard takes it's appropriate post in the formation. 



	g.	The color guard executes parade rest when the color company (battalion) executes rest, at ease, or parade rest. 



11.	DISMISSING THE COLOR GUARD.  The color guard is dismissed at the conclusion of a drill or ceremony in the following fashion. 



	a.	The guard marches from it's post and halt 10 paces in front of and facing the unit commander and goes to the order.  



	b.	The unit commander faces the unit and orders "Present, ARMS," faces the colors and salutes. The color guard executes present arms with the unit. The color bearers execute carry color.

		

	c.	The unit commander terminates his salute, faces the unit and commands "Order, ARMS." The color guard executes order arms with the unit. 



	d.	The unit commander then directs the color guard to "Retire the Colors."  The color sergeant brings the colors to the carry and marches them to a predetermined location for delivery to  the adjutant and sergeant major. Normally, near the office or quarters of the organizational commander. Once the color guard has departed the unit commander marches the unit back to it's area and dismisses them. 



12.	RETURNING THE COLORS.  The color guard returns the colors to the adjutant and sergeant major using the following procedures. 



	a.	The color sergeant halts the color guard 3 paces in front of the adjutant and sergeant major who have taken their positions near the office or quarters of the organizational commander. The color guard remains at the carry. 



	b.	Once the color guard is in position and halted,  the adjutant and sergeant major salute. The sergeant major  terminates his salute and takes one step in the right oblique and receives the organizational color from the organizational color bearer.  He then steps back to his original position. 



	c.	When the sergeant major is back in position, the adjutant terminates his salute, takes one step in the left oblique and receives the national color from the color sergeant. He then steps back  to his original position. 



	d.	When the adjutant is back in position, the color sergeant  commands "Order, ARMS", if the color guard is armed with rifles, then "Present, ARMS." At the command of execution the adjutant faces about. The sergeant major passes behind the adjutant to a position at normal interval to the adjutant's left. They then march to the organizational commander's office or quarters where they deposit the colors without further ceremony. 



	e.	Once the colors are out of sight, or 6 paces away, the color sergeant brings the color guard to "Order, ARMS" and either dismisses the color guard or marches them back to the company (battalion), whichever has been directed. 



�

13.	TROOPING THE COLORS.



	a.	When it is desired to highlight the unit colors and have them formally received by the entire battalion (regiment) while forming for a review, parade, or any other ceremony, the ceremony of trooping the colors may be conducted. It is particularly appropriate to include as part of ceremonies conducted to coincide with and important event in the unit's history. However, if during the parade or ceremony the colors are to  be brought forward for awards or retirement then this is a redundancy and should not be done. Remember, proper protocol is to honor the flag whenever it is brought forward of the line of troops. 



	b.	Procedures for trooping the colors are as follows;



		(1)	After forming at "Assembly," the color guard receives the battalion (regimental) colors as described earlier and marches to the assembly area with the color company (battalion).  At "Adjutant's Call"  the color guard marches on with the color company then breaks our of formation and marches to it's post on the extreme left flank of the line of troops.  Another method is for the color guard to march independently to it's position on the left flank of the line of troops at or prior to  "Adjutant's Call."  Once on the left flank the color guard halts facing down the line of troops, goes to order color and remains at attention.  (If the color guard moved to position prior to "Adjutant's Call" they would be at parade rest until "ATTENTION" is sounded. 



		(2)	The troops are marched on at "Adjutant's Call" as for a normal parade or ceremony. After all units are in place, dressed right, guides posted and bayonets fixed (if prescribed).  The adjutant  from his position facing the command and halfway between  the line of company (battalion) commanders and the commander of troops, would command "MARCH ON THE COLORS." The band plays appropriate music. The color guard comes to the carry and marches  across the front  the battalion (regiment)  paralleling the line of troops and centered between the adjutant and the line of  company (battalion) commanders . The commanders salute the colors as they pass (company guides salute with the company commander, however battalion staffs do not salute with the battalion commander). On reaching a point in front of and centered on the adjutant the color guard executes a left turn to face the adjutant and halts, remaining at the carry.  When the color guard is in position the adjutant then commands "Present, ARMS," and salutes the colors. The color guard riflemen execute present arms on the adjutant's command. The band then plays the "National Anthem," or "To the Colors."  The commander of troops and his staff salute on the first note of the music and terminate on the last note. The organizational color bearer presents color on the first note of the music and returns to the carry on  the last note. After completion of the music the adjutant terminates his salute and commands "Order, ARMS," the color guard riflemen return to the carry on the adjutant's command. The adjutant next commands "POST THE COLORS." The color guard countermarches and moves to it's position in the formation, countermarches, halts and goes to the order. 



		(3)	After the color guard is in position and at the order, the adjutant then would proceed with proper  sequence for the ceremony. For example, if the ceremony is a review then the adjutant's next command would be "Present, ARMS' and he would report the parade formed to the commander of troops. If the ceremony is a parade the adjutant's next command would be "Parade, REST," "SOUND OFF."  























�



14.	POSTING AND RETIRING THE COLORS AT INDOOR CEREMONIES.  On occasion your unit will be tasked to provide a color guard for an indoor ceremony. These could be formal luncheons or dinners for fraternal organizations, memorial services, or even the governor's annual charity fashion show.  Normally an indoor ceremony consists of marching on the colors, the "National Anthem," (or pledge of allegiance), posting the colors and retiring the colors.  Close coordination with the master of ceremonies is needed to preclude a faux pas during the ceremony.  



	a.	The normal sequence of events should be as follows: 



		(1)	The master of ceremonies asks the guests to please rise for the march on the colors and to remain standing for the "National Anthem" and the posting of the colors. 



		(2)	The color guard marches in from the designated entry and moves to its position,  and does a right (left) turn or countermarch to face the audience and remains at the carry.  The color sergeant then gives the command "Present, ARMS." The color guard executes. After the "National Anthem" is played the color sergeant gives the command "Carry, COLOR." The color sergeant would then  give the commands necessary to move the color guard to 3 paces in front of where  the colors are to be posted, halts and gives the command "Order, ARMS."  The organizational color bearer then steps to the right oblique and places the organizational color in the stand. Once the organizational color bearer back in position the national color bearer steps to his left oblique and places the national color into the stand.  When the national color bearer is back in position the color sergeant commands, "Present, ARMS." The riflemen execute present arms and the color bearers execute a hand salute. The color sergeant then command "Order, ARMS," "Shoulder, ARMS," and then, using whatever commands necessary,  marches the color guard from the auditorium. 



	b.	When it is time to retire the colors the color guard assumes its position to re-enter the auditorium for that part of the ceremony. 



		(1)	The master of ceremonies would than ask for the guests to rise for the retiring of the colors. 



		(2)	The color guard marches to a position 3 paces in front of where the colors are posted, halts and goes to the order. The color sergeant then commands, "Present, ARMS," the riflemen execute present arms and the color bearers execute a hand salute. The color sergeant then commands "Order, ARMS." The colors execute, the national color bearer then steps to his left oblique and retrieves the national color. When the national color bearer is back in position the organizational color bearer steps to his right oblique and retrieves the organizational color. When the organizational color bearer is back in position the color sergeant commands "Carry, COLOR" and then, using whatever commands necessary, marches the color guard from the auditorium. 



	c.	When performing and indoor ceremony, oddities will be encountered that will necessitate some adjustments by the color guard. Some examples are;



		(1)	If performing in a house of worship, covers are not worn and weapons are not carried. Those portions of the ceremony requiring a present arms are deleted. 



		(2)	The ceiling may be to low to carry colors. March in at the trail. 



		(3)	The aisles may be to narrow for a color guard.  You would then march in by two's or in column.  If marching in by two's then the color bearers lead and the riflemen follow. Upon reaching the spot for presenting the colors the riflemen would step into their normal position. If marching in column the order of march is, "right rifleman, national color, organizational color, left rifleman." When reaching their spot they would reform. Warning, make sure the colors don't reform inverted.



		(4)	The flag stands you will be posting the colors into may be on different sides of the stage.  If this occurs, the recommended sequence is:



			(a)	Execute the ceremony as discussed earlier. 



			(b)	After the "National Anthem" the colors countermarch and halt facing the new direction. The color sergeant would command post the colors. The national color bearer and right rifleman step off  to the left oblique and move the flag stand and mark time. The right rifleman positions himself so as to be outboard of the national color. After the national color bearer and right rifleman have cleared, the organizational color bearer and left rifleman step off in the right oblique and move to the flag stand and mark time. The left rifleman positions himself so as to be outboard of the organizational color.  Once both colors are in position the color sergeant commands "Detail, HALT",  "Order, ARMS." The organizational color is placed in the flag stand, then the national color is placed in the flag stand. The color sergeant then commands, "Present, ARMS," "Order, ARMS," "About, FACE," "Shoulder, ARMS," "Forward, MARCH." The color guard reforms facing 	the audience and then marches from the auditorium. 



		(5)	The rule of thumb for all odd situations is to perform in a military manner, and keep the customer happy. However, never do something that would embarrass the Corps. 



15.	CASING THE COLORS.  



	a.	There is no "prescribed" ceremony for casing or uncasing the colors. However, to preclude excess wrinkling, the colors should be folded to the staff before casing rather than just rolled around the staff.  To fold the colors, hold the staff parallel to the deck, fold the fly end  (the end furthest away from the blue field) of the color to the staff to halve it, keep halving the color until it can be folded around the staff and cased.  Ropes, tassels and streamers are kept clear while folding then smoothed along the colors when cased. 



	b.	In today's downsizing and reorganization you may have to retire a unit's color at an appropriate ceremony. One recommended method would be to hold a review or parade.  After the pass in review the troops would be marched back to the line of troops and the staff would return to its position on the parade field.  After all hands are in position and at the order the commander of troops would command, "ALL COLORS CENTER MARCH." The commander of troops would move to march the colors forward as in a normal parade, colors would be presented to the reviewing official who would direct the commander of troops to present the command.  The commander of troops would return to his position in front of the staff and command the battalion to "Present, ARMS."  The color guard executes present colors. The "National Anthem," "To the Colors" or "Retreat" (if a sunset parade)  is played The commander of troops would then command "Order, ARMS," "Parade, REST." Appropriate remarks about the history of the organization being disbanded would be made. After the remarks the commander of troops would command "Battalion, ATTENTION," "Present, ARMS" The organizational commander, sergeant major and reviewing official (if not the commander) would then move to the colors. The organizational color bearer would lower the unit colors so as the commander and sergeant major can case them. The band could play "Auld Lang Syne" or a unit song.  After the organizational color is cased it is returned to the carry and the official party salutes. The commander of troops would then command "Order, ARMS," all hands execute except  the color guard would return to the carry. The commander of troops would then command "RETIRE THE COLORS" and the color guard would march from the field. The troops would then be dismissed or marched from the field. Flags and heraldic items of deactivated units are disposed of in accordance with section  G, of  MCO P10520.3_, Flag Manual.



16.	FOLDING THE ENSIGN.  To fold the ensign after evening colors, for presentation to the next of kin at funerals or for storage, begin by holding the flag flat above the ground (or coffin). Fold it in half  lengthwise so that the fold  crease is parallel to the red and white stripes. It is folded in half again so that the fold crease  parallels the red and white stripes and the blue field is to the outside.  The fly end is folded up to the top so the single edge lies perpendicularly across the stripes (the beginning of the "triangle" fold). Repeat folding  into a triangle shape until the flag is folded into a cocked hat. Excess material may be tucked into the fold. Only the blue field and stars should show if the flag is folded properly. 



17.	MAINTENANCE OF THE COLORS.  The colors assigned to a unit are not cheap, so let's take a few minutes to look at care and cleaning. 



	a.	Never case wet colors. The color will run. Hang them vertically until they are completely dry. 



	b.	Most dry cleaners will clean the U. S. Flag free of charge. Check with your S-4, supply officer or adjutant to see if and where the unit has a cleaning contract for the colors. 



	c.	Streamers wrinkle easily in the case and should be ironed as needed. Use the lowest steam setting on the iron. The colors may also be hand ironed, but remember they are nylon and the iron should be on the lowest steam setting. 



	d.	Prior to a ceremony do a good op-check on the colors, staffs and related equipment. Nothing  is more embarrassing than the watch the colors slowly slide down the staff because the leather retaining tab is broken.  If the leather tab is broken your local flight equipment or tent repair shop can probably replace it. If not take it to a good seamstress or cobbler shop since the should have heavy duty sewing equipment.  Ensure you check the streamers closely, they can Break off.  



	e.	Rehearse on site whenever possible.



18.	INSPECTION DISCREPANCIES.  Let's now look at some of the hodgepodge of discrepancies found by inspectors during inspections of a color guard. 



	a.	Color guard slovenly in appearance or sloppy in execution.



	b.	The color guard not executing movements in accordance with the Drill and Ceremonies Manual, NAVMC 2691. Only 8th and I does the 8th and I slide step and other ceremmial movements not authorized anywhere but 8th and I. 



	c.	The color sergeant giving the wrong commands or giving improper commands. 



	d.	Too large of a discrepancy in the height and build of the color guard. This would be an understandable discrepancy at a small unit such as an I & I staff. 



	e.	Flags or equipment is unserviceable.



	f.	Gold fringe on the national color.  



	g.	The wrong rope and tassel on the national color (red, white and blue only).



	h.	The wrong rope and tassel on the organizational color (scarlet and gold only), or both rope and tassel and streamers on the color (one or the other but not both).



	i.	Colors displayed on the wrong size staff. The only staff used for the colors is 9.6 feet, including spearhead. 



	j.	The staff has the wrong device on top. Only the spearhead device is authorized, not halberds, eagles or other off the wall devices. 



	k.	The left rifleman going to the order on the left side and doing the manual of arms "backwards" to mirror image the right rifleman. 



	l.	The riflemen guiding the weapons into the shoulder using a "rifle salute" rather than keeping their arms down and palms to the rear. 



	m.	The organizational color rendering a salute to a person that does not rate one, such as the commander of troops at a parade or review.



19.	HOISTING AND LOWERING OF THE NATIONAL ENSIGN.  Now let's take a few minutes to go over hoisting and lowering the national ensign. As you know the ensign is hoisted at 0800 and lowered at sunset each day. The ceremony is conducted in accordance with U. S. Navy Regulations, and  the NAVMC 2691. The detail  normally consists of one noncommissioned officer and  two Marines in the grade of  lance corporal or below from the guard, however, on Sundays and holidays additional  Marines may be detailed to assist in handling the garrison flag. The ceremony is conducted under the supervision of the commander of the guard and/or the officer of the day. 



	a.	About 10 minutes prior to morning colors the noncommissioned officer in charge should do an ops check on the mast (flag pole).



		(1)	Ensure the halyards are not twisted or fouled. This would stop the ensign from being  two-blocked. 



		(2)	Check the halyard and tie down cleats for serviceability. 



		(3)	Check the flag for serviceability. 



	b.	The detail is formed at the guardhouse 6 minutes before colors.  The detail is in a line with the noncommissioned officer carrying the ensign in the center. At first call the guard is marched to the mast and halted facing the it. The noncommissioned officer then  gives the command  "STEP." The two Marines step off and position themselves on either side of the mast and face inboard. The two Marines then move to loosen the halyard from the cleat. They then step back from the mast, and once again check the halyard for fouling.  They correct any fouling if it is noted. One Marine then attaches the halyard to the flag.  The Marine detailed to "haul" the colors would then  take the slack out of the halyard sufficiently to pull the blue field taut. The Marine detailed to haul the colors can't be a feather merchant, especially for the garrison flag.  Make sure the blue field goes up first.  The worst nightmare of a color detail is to hoist the colors upside down.  The color detail may then go to parade rest. When "ATTENTION" is sounded the color detail executes attention. On the first note of  the "National Anthem," or "To the Colors," the flag is raised briskly to the top and two blocked. The Marine not hauling the color  feeds the halyard through his hands and keeps it from fouling. When the ensign is clear of the noncommissioned officer's hands he drops his left hand to his side and salutes. When the ensign is at  the top  of the flagpole the two Marines drop their left hands, still holding the halyard, to their side and salute. On the last  note of the Music the color detail terminates 	their salute. If the flag is to be half masted it is lowered smartly to that position. After "Carry On" is played the two Marines  move to fasten the halyard to the cleat.  Once the halyard is secured the detail is reformed facing  the mast, the noncommissioned officer gives the commands of "Hand  SALUTE," "Ready, TWO," and marches the detail back to the guardhouse and is dismissed. 



	c.	To lower the ensign, the detail is formed and marched to the mast in the same manner as for hoisting the ensign. Once in position the two Marines loosen the halyard from the cleat, check for fouling, and step back to their position. The color detail then may go to parade rest. At "ATTENTION" the detail executes attention. On the first note of the "National Anthem," or "Retreat," the noncommissioned officer salutes. The ensign is slowly lowered by the two Marines. If at half-mast the flag is first hoisted smartly to the truck and then lowered. The noncommissioned officer terminates his salute in time to catch the ensign and gather it in. Once the ensign is fully lowered the two Marines salute.  On the last note of the music the color detail terminates its salute. After "Carry On" is played the ensign is detached from the halyard and the halyard is secured to the cleat. The color detail then, depending on the wishes of the commander or weather situation, folds the flag, reforms and marches back to the guardhouse and turns the ensign over to the commander of the guard or officer of the day. Do not fold the flag if it is wet, rather carry it to the guardhouse and hang it to dry.  



	d.	If the ensign is improperly raised, such as upside down or becomes fouled on  the mast the proper procedure for correcting the discrepancy is as follows. 



		(1)	If the mast has a second  halyard then a new ensign is raised before the fouled or incorrectly raised ensign is lowered. 



		(2)	If the mast does not have a second halyard then smartly lower the ensign and hoist  it correctly. 



		(3)	Execute the noncommissioned officer in charge. 





REFERENCES: 	NAVMC 2691, The Drill and Ceremonies Manual

		  		MCO P10520.3_, The Flag Manual



Attachments:	(a)	Handout containing NSNs for Flags and Color Guard Accessories. 

�PROPER NSNs FOR FLAGS AND COLOR GUARD ACCESSORIES



NOMENCLATURE                   		         NSN 		UNIT COST		



FLAGSTAFF, 9'6"				8345-00-214-9123	$40.10 each*

FOR NATIONAL AND 

ORGANIZATIONAL COLORS

(2 PIECE, WITH SPEARHEAD)



FLAGSTAFF, 8'				8345-00-214-9125	$37.10 each*

FOR GUIDONS  (2 PIECE, 

WITH SPEARHEAD)



SPEARHEAD TOP				8345-00-386-3780	$7.35 each*



NATIONAL COLOR, NYLON,		8345-00-656-1451	$121.85 each*

NO FRINGE



RED, WHITE AND BLUE ROPE		8345-00-262-3723	$14.75 each*

AND TASSEL FOR U.S. FLAG



FLAG, BATTLE STANDARD AND 	8345-01-281-5500	$500.50 each*

ORGANIZATIONAL STANDARD, 	(MIL-F-14648A)

USMC 	TYPE III, CLASS 1



FLAG, ORGANIZATIONAL 		8345-01-268-8226      	$386.55 each*

STANDARD	USMC  			(MIL-F-14648A)

TYPE III, CLASS 2				



FLAG, ORGANIZATIONAL 		8345-01-268-8227      	$293.15 each*

STANDARD, USMCR			(MIL-F-14648A)

TYPE III, CLASS 3		 	



SCARLET AND GOLD ROPE AND 	8345-00-298-7270	$29.55 each

TASSEL  FOR  ORGANIZATIONAL 

COLOR



GUIDON, USMC, FMF			8345-00-262-3702 	$166.32 each*

TYPE I



GUIDON, USMC, NON-FMF		8345-00-262-3703	$166.32 each*

TYPE II



Attachment (a)

GUIDON, USMCR				8345-00-262-3704       	$166.32 each*

TYPE III



DRESS GUIDON				8345-00-249-6252	$72.20 each*



USMC PARADE FIELD MARKER		8345-00-082-2328	$12.90 each*

STREAMER SET, ATTACHMENT	



FLAG CASE, 70"	X 7"			8345-00-178-8492	$13.75 each*

COTTON, DUCK, GREEN 	





FLAG CASE, 54" X 7"			8345-00-178-8495	$5.75 each*  		COTTON, DUCK, GREEN



SLING, FLAGSTAFF, 			8345-00-059-7995	$36.30 each*

WHITE, WEB



SLING, FLAGSTAFF, 			8345-00-250-0919	$50.85 each*

GREEN, WEB



SLING, FLAGSTAFF, 	 		8345-00-291-1670	$229.45 each*

WHITE, LEATHER



STAND, 1 FLAG				8345-00-262-2887	$119.40 each*

OAK/WOOD



NATIONAL POST FLAG			8345-00-682-6858	$135.40 each*

10 X 19 FEET



NATIONAL STORM FLAG			8345-00-656-1436	$38.40 each*

5 X 9.6 FEET								



NATIONAL HOLIDAY FLAG		8345-00-656-1441	$503.50 each*

20 X 38 FEET



FLAG INTERNMENT			8345-00-656-1432	$39.70 each*

NYLON, 5 X 9.6 FEET			       



* NSNs and prices verified by MCLB Albany as of 6 March 1996.



2.  Instructions for ordering flags, streamers, guidons and other heraldic items are found in Section G of MCO P10520.3_, Flag Manual.



3.  NSNs for streamers are found in Annex K of MCO P10520.3_, Flag Manual.
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