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FLAG RAISING FOR THE SNCOA OKINAWA 226TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

Director SNCOA Okinawa

whitemo@mcbbutler.usmc.mil 
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Medal of Honor winner Col Wesley Fox (Ret) and Last officer to be a Director of a SNCO Academy

www.homeofheroes.com/wesleyfox/
The pictures above capture the flag raising at Mt Sarbachi and a historical victory showing how we came out on top.  With Marines like the ones we have here at the SNCOA Okinawa the Marine Corps will stay on top. We were blessed with the privileged of have a historical icon grace us with his presence.  That individual was Col Wesley Fox (RET). His speech was inspiring and very educational for all who were present.  His presence made history here at the academy in two ways. First he was the last officer to hold the billet as an Academy Director. He was the first speaker to speak at our first SNCOA Okinawa Ball on the 14th of November 2001. We had 350 attendee including students and guest.  It was a success!
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   SgtMaj Overstreet (Ret) posing with students                   SgtMaj Overstreet excepting thanks from the Director 

This Month has been a blessed month for the academy.  SgtMaj Overstreet (Ret) and former SgtMaj of the Marine Corps took time out of his busy schedule to speak to the Sgt, Career, and Advanced Course in the base theatre.  He shared some great moments and some wisdom of his experiences.  His biggest point was a question.  The question was do we know who we are?  If the Marines present wasn’t sure before his speech they were more than sure when he finished.

The Career Course students slowly glided across the ballroom floor as everyone was standing rigidly at attention.  The Marine’s Hymn is being played and the thoughts of pride and spirited de corps quickly take shape in every Marine mind.   The oldest student and the youngest Marine on the staff were honored with a peace of cake.   Just as the cake cutting ceremony highlights wisdom and experience being past from the oldest to the youngest. The Okinawa Staff Noncommissioned Officers Academy is were we practice and teach the very things that the Corps was built on.  We feel as a unified mission orientated organization with this type of tradition we can succeed at anything we are called to do.  Semper Fi

Career Course students participating as cake escorts for Academy Ball

The Sgt Course supplied us with five Color Sergeants that presented ours and the Japanese colors with excellent precision and poise.  The MEF Japanese Ground Defense Force liaison SgtMaj and many other Japanese guest watched as the Marines did what the do best. These memories will live in the hearts of the Marines and Guest forever.

SGT COURSE MARCHING ON THE COLORS AT OUR 226TH BIRTHDAY BALL
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ADVANCED COURSE

The Advanced Course students set the stage for the cake cutting ceremony. They had seven Gunnery Sergeants on each side as ceremony escort.  With their SNCOIC Master Sergeant Sterling serving as Adjutant the Advance Course lead the way.  Leadership can be displayed in everything we do. We here at the academy have a mindset to teach and display Marine Corps leadership at its best.
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OKINAWA UNIFORM PAGEANT MEMBERS

Future Events:  Next week the Japanese Ground Defense Force SgtMaj and a Japanese Lieutenant Commander will be making liaison with the Okinawa SNCOA to receive a brief on the academy and coordinate the arrival of the first Japanese student.  This student is schedule to attend the Career Course in January. We anticipate his arrival and is currently working on the administration and logistics.

QUOTE/WISDOM FOR THE MONTH:
Leaders take the time out to find your Marines doing something good and provide them with positive comments or reward them.  This produces a positive attitude and every Marine should have one.  You see your attitude determines your altitude!!!!!!!! Semper Fi

Provide Newsletter Feedback To:

www.mcu.usmc.mil/sncoa/Okinawa/index.cfm
Or directly to calvinge@mcbbutler.usmc.mil
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