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December:  With the graduation of 1-02 the Academy took a little break, a Training Break, to received refresher training on Mentor in Violence Prevention (MVP).  Dr. Brian Leidy, Jeff O’Brien and Daryl Forte, from Cornell University came to Okinawa and gave a 2-day “Train the Trainers” class on MVP.  Also during the break, the14 members of the Academy received Martial Arts training by Academy Trained Green Belts and received their Tan Belts.  

Academy Gift Exchange
The Academy gift exchange was a big success.  Academy members exchanged gag gifts and other gifts under $10.00.  Some Marines received some pretty good gifts while others received some good gags.  GySgt Cece is modeling the latest Faculty Advisors uniform for CCU.  The Academy also hosted a Christmas party for the Staff and families.  Food, gifts and fun was had by all family members. 

Gyokusendo Kingdom Cave/Village Visit.  One day was set a side during the training break for the Academy to visit the Gyokusendo stalactite cave, the largest of its kind in the Orient, was discovered in 1967.  More than 900,000 stalactites, stalagmites and pillars from the magical architecture of this mysterious subterranean world. Along with the cave, the village displays many different traditional Okinawa crafts.  Paper making, fabric dying, glass blowing are some of the crafts that the Academy had the opportunity to see during the visit.
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Traditional Music

Glass blowing


Early period houses

Traditional Dances

Habu Snake Pit.  Gyokusendo Kingdom Village also hosts a Habu pit, where visitors can view many different kinds of snakes.  There are 7 different kinds of Habu snakes on Okinawa, the Habu snake has a very fast acting venom killing its victim within minutes.  Also native to Okinawa waters are the local sea snakes.  Usually very placid, most sea snakes carry enough venom to kill several human adults.
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Sea Snakes






GySgt Dubose handles a Burmese Python

January


New Academy Building:  December and January allowed for some major construction to be done for the new building.  Now that the pilings have been sunk into the ground and the foundation laid, the forming for the first floor is complete and the second floor is 30% complete.  Once all the forming for concrete is finished, the building will be poured all at one time.  








Front view of the new building
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Side view of the new building, closest end is classrooms.

JGSDF Observer:  The Career Course Class 2-02 made history at the Academy with the arrival of Sergeant First Class Shinagawa.  SFC Shinagawa is an artilleryman with the 10th Mountain Brigade, Japanese Ground Self Defense Force, from Tokyo Japan.  SFC Shinagawa is here to observe how training is implemented in the Career Course.  To get the full effect SFC Shinagawa is participating in all activities that a student would perform while at the Academy.
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